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11th Ward News

by Council Member John Quincy

Dear Neighbors,
Thank you for the opportunity to keep you updated on 

what’s happening at City Hall. Budget season is upon us yet 
again, and several long-range financial plans are now paying 
off.

The Mayor and the City Council have worked hard 
to get the city’s financial house in order over the past 12 
years. This year’s recommended budget calls for a 2.4% levy 
increase. More than half of that proposed increase is simply 
to account for inflation. Half of Minneapolis’s residential 
properties will see no increase – or will even see a decrease – 
in the city portion of their property taxes. 

I am privileged to serve as the Chair of the Ways & 
Means/Budget Committee. The City Council is in the 
process of debating the proposed city budget, with final 
approval of the 2015 budget scheduled for Wednesday, 
December 10, 2014. Providing vital city services, investing 
in our infrastructure and ensuring our public safety are the 
cornerstones of our program-based budget process, which 
reflects the vision for and values of our city. Minneapolis is a 
growing, vibrant, world-class community with a flourishing 
economy and a pristine environment, where all people are 
safe, healthy and have equitable opportunities for success 
and happiness. 

The Windom Community Council hosted its 1st 
Harvest Moon Variety Dance at Dancelife Ballroom on 
Lyndale Ave on October 18th. Owner and Dance instructor, 
Shinya McHenry taught the Fox Trot, Salsa, the Waltz, 
the Charlston and the Tango in a fun and relaxed manner. 
There were refreshments and snacks provided along with 
delicious pumpkin harvest cupcakes donated from Nicely 
Baked for those with a sweet tooth. Not many residents 
attended, however the ones that did said they had an 
amazing time and would love to see more opportunities for 
neighbors to come together in the form of a social dance.

Pat Soulak, WCC President with Board Member Doug Sweet

Harvest Moon Dance
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11th Ward News continued

President Pat Soulak  
Treasurer Kimberly Dalnes
Secretary Patrick Barrett

Trudy Barrett
Derek Henze

Cameron Holley
Robin Krueger

Jeremy McKenna
Brian O’Shea

Mary Peterson
John Rader
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Board meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of every month at the  Windom Community Center 
from 7–9 PM. Community members are welcome.

WINDOM COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WINDOM

BOARD MEMBERS:

www.windommpls.org

Of the city’s total proposed $1.2 billion operating and 
capital budget for 2015, only about 20% is funded through 
property taxes. Your property taxes fund basic City services, 
including:

• Police and fire
• Emergency response through 911
• Criminal prosecutions
• Traffic control
• Snow removal and street sweeping
Highlights from the mayor’s proposed 2015 budget include:
• Funding to support 10 more police officers, 

increasing the total to 860 sworn officers.
• An additional $1 million in affordable housing, 

focused on family housing.
• $3.5 million to fully fund the redesign of Nicollet Mall.
• Planning dollars for the redevelopment of the Upper 

Harbor Terminal, to ensure North Minneapolis has 
its own valuable riverfront amenities.

• Two new positions in the City Coordinator’s 
Office to focus exclusively on the city’s equity 
work, ensuring the best possible outcomes in every 
department and every division.

• $1.14 million to fund body cameras for the Police 
Department. 

You can get the details of the proposed budget and the 
schedule of hearings for each department online at:
http://tinyurl.com/Mpls2015BudgetProcess 

New Monuments
Many of you have noticed the new monuments at the 

freeway entrances. They are part of the MnDOT project 
known as the Gateway Project, and are the very final pieces 
of the 35W/Crosstown reconstruction to be put in place. 
These monuments were paid for by MnDOT as part of their 
mitigation program for the neighborhoods immediately 
adjacent to 35W/Crosstown. Those neighborhoods endured 
the brunt of the noise, dust and heavy equipment traffic 
during the 5-year construction period.

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/projects/
i35whwy62gateway/

To make the Gateway Project happen, MnDOT’s 
landscape architect met with representatives of the six 
neighborhoods adjacent to 35W/Crosstown over the course 
of several months. The representatives, along with their 
respective neighborhood associations, helped determine the 
locations and designs for the monuments. 

The installation of the monuments has been completed. 
The landscaping for the larger monuments will be done next 
spring, and this will finally complete the 35W/Crosstown 
project.

Help shape our city - apply for openings on 
Minneapolis boards and commissions.

Applications are now being accepted for a number of 
open board and commission positions that the City Council 
and Mayor will appoint this fall. Board and commission 
members in the City of Minneapolis provide valuable 
insights, help shape key policy decisions and provide 
community-based input into the administration of services. 
Learn more about available opportunities at
http://tinyurl.com/MplsVolunteerBoardOpenings

I am always available to answer your questions at
673-2211. If you would like to receive e-mail updates to the 
Community Connections website, please sign up by sending 
me an e-mail at John.Quincy@MinneapolisMN.gov or visit 
the website at www.MinneapolisMN.gov/ward11.
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Aqua City Plumbing
• Water Heaters Replaced
• Toilet & Faucet Repairs
• Boiler Repairs
• Raidators
• Garbage Disposals
• Drain Cleaning

Now Located in the Windom Neighborhood!

If Your Plumbings a Pity...  Call Aqua City!!

612-33-Fixit 612-333-4948

Serving Windom Since 1963!
www.AquaCityPlumbing.com

Fall Festival 
for Adults with 
Disabilities

On Sept. 27,  40 adults enjoyed the annual Fall Fest at 
Windom South Recreation Center.  The Band “No Reason” 
provided the music, while Access Community Ed prepared 
a meal of hotdogs, pickles and beans with a dilly bar for 
dessert.  Craft tables were busy with button making and fall 
decorations for their rooms along with numerous games for 
participants to try.   A special demonstration by The MDC 
Illuminaires had everyone on their feet trying the high kick 
routine.  

The dance ensemble was founded and directed by 
Windom Resident, Dorothy Johnson, who volunteered 
to have the group put on a short performance for the Fall 
Festival event.

Ben Kressler was the 2014 Windom Corner Chili Cook-Off winner
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The Windom Community Council will be taking their 
Board meetings on the road and into the community during 
2015. Each month the WCC meets on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at 7pm inside the shared use community room 
within the Windom South Community Center/Windom 
Spanish Immersion School. WCC recognizes that some 
people may not be able to make these meetings due to the 
time and day of the regularly scheduled meetings.

WCC really want to engage the whole community in 
neighborhood current events and find out what’s important 
to you. This coming year the WCC plans to reach out to 
different Windom groups by coming out to you and hosting 
“Pop Up” Community Meetings within the Windom 
neighborhood.

The first stop will be Saturday, January 10th from 10-
11:30am at the Mount Olivet Day Care Services facility on 
Lyndale Ave. Due to facility rules, this particular meeting 
will be closed to public and only Mount Olivet residence will 
be able to attend. The WCC Board members look forward 
to introducing themselves and  informing Mount Olivet 
residence about all the great programs and happenings in the 
neighborhood. 

WCC will have meeting minutes available from this 
meeting for all to see on our website. 

Other “Pop Up” Community meetings will take place 
throughout the year and we will post them well in advance 
so you can make arrangements to attend if you so choose. 
Some of the planned locations include, City Limits Pool 
Side, Windom Community Garden, Cintia’s Mexican 
Restaurant, Dancelife Ballroom and Bachmans.

Pop Up Community 
Meetings, Mount 
Olivet Day Services!

The Windom Community Garden, now in its third 
year of operation, donated 85 pounds of food to the Center 
for Asians and Pacific Islanders (CAPI) Food Shelf over the 
weekend. The donation was part of the Minneapolis “Plant 
an Extra Row” campaign, a project of the Minneapolis 
Health Department’s Healthy Food Shelf Network.

The Windom Community Garden is supported by 
the Windom Community Council and provides over 35 
families from the neighborhood the opportunity to grow 
healthy, organic food. The Community Garden is located 
just off of Nicollet Avenue and 62nd Avenue in Southwest 
Minneapolis.

The “Plant an Extra Row” campaign, implemented 
in 2013, provides fresh produce to food shelves throughout 
the Twin Cities. Last year nearly 115 gardeners participated, 
donating more than 700 pounds of food to 17 different 
community food shelves. If you are interested in 
participating or learning more, please visit 
www.healthyfoodshelves.org.

Windom Community residents interested in getting 
involved with the Windom Community Garden can contact 
Brian O’Shea at brian.patrick.oshea@gmail.com.

Windom 
Community Garden 
Joins "Plant an 
Extra Row" 
Campaign with 
Donation to CAPI 
Food Shelf
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As we wait for the beautiful autumn leaves 
to finish falling — so we can then rake them 
up, if we can find them from the early snow 
fall! — it’s also time for the realization that 
cold weather will be here soon, and people 
will be preparing for Thanksgiving and family 
events.

The Windom meetings for September and 
October have focused on current issues in the 
neighborhood. In the past several meetings, 
neighbors have expressed safety concerns, 
especially related to the Aqua City and Metro 
Inn motels on Lyndale Avenue.  The motels’ owners and 
Council Member Quincy attended the September meeting, 
and the October meeting included Linda Roberts from 
Minneapolis Licensing and Inspections Services. Roberts 
reported that evening inspections were conducted, and 
concluded that the motels are following a business plan and 
need to operate within the code and conditions of that plan. 
Windom is a residential community and will not tolerate any 
criminal activity. 

The issue of people making the motel their residence was 
also raised. Roberts reported that this is being reviewed, and 
she will return in November to deliver an update. 

Fifth Precinct Crime Prevention Specialist Jennifer 
Waisimen reminded us all to call 911 to report immediate 
suspicious activity and 311 for non-emergency concerns.  

Several members of the CERT team also attended and 
reported on their duties as undercover officers between the 
hours of 2 p.m. and 11 p.m., during which they conduct long-

term investigations for crimes including drug activity.
Have you noticed the tower monuments at the 

Gateway on Nicollet Avenue and 62nd Avenue, 
and also at Diamond Lake Road and Stevens 
Avenue? They were put in place as neighborhood 
identification markers. There will be a neighborhood 
event after these projects are completed.   

The first Windom Harvest Moon Dance was 
held at Dance Life Studio on October 18. Amanda 
Vallone has a report on the event, included in this 
issue.   

The Windom Board will be holding four 
outreach meetings in the coming year, each at a different 
neighborhood business. The winter meeting will be held at 
Mount Olivet Care Center; the May meeting is tentatively 
planned at The Museum of Russian Art; the summer 
meeting will be heldat City Limits;  and the autumn meeting 
will be at Dance Life Studio.     

Neighborhood events are posted on the Windom 
Facebook page, and also on the website at www.windommpls.
org.   The Windom Board meets the second Thursday 
of every month at Windom Community Center, 5843 
Wentworth Avenue, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. All residents, 
business owners, and everyone who works in Windom are 
invited to participate.   

Best,
Pat Soulak

President's Letter

Reliable, dependable service from a team of professionals!

We Respond When Your Heating & Cooling Can't! 

New Online Quotes!

On-line with a few easy steps 
Saving 10 - 15% by getting your own quote

Go to www.midlandhtg.com/on-linequotes
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Kowalski’s Market 
Holiday Entertaining 
Event
Saturday, December 6th 11-4pm 

• Pick up recipes and entertaining ideas
• Discover great gift giving ideas
• Find unique products and specials throughout the store

LOLAMAX Salon 
Holiday Mingle & 
Jingle Event
December 11th 3-8:00pm

Come on by the newly opened Lolamax Salon and enjoy 
some refreshments and snacks while saving 20% off all retail 
INCLUDING Aveda, (except pre made holiday gifts, which 
are already discounted). Special discount cards for brand 
new clients to come back to the salon.

WINDOM 
READS
Saturday, January 31st 9:30-11:30am

Enjoy a cozy morning at our 3rd Annual Windom 
Reads event hosted by The Windom Spanish Immersion 
School, The Windom Community Council and the 
Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board. This event 
highlights the importance of literacy through fun Creation 
Stations, storytellings, author meet and greets and nutritious 
snacks too! This event takes place at the Windom South 
Community Center so SAVE THE DATE in your calendar! 

Windom South 
Recreation Center
5843 Wentworth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55419
(612) 370-4980
Recreation Supervisor – Rosey Vogan   (612) 370-4869

Park Hours:
Labor Day through Memorial Day: Mondays through 

Fridays, 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Registration for all Winter and Spring 2015 programs 

will begin on Monday, Dec. 8th at 6 pm.
Registration is now open for Fall 2014 programs, with 

classes for all ages offered at a variety of times, days and 
prices. Check out the full schedule of programs at
www.minneapolisparks.org,  or call the park at
(612) 3700-4869 for more details. 

This winter’s new adult programs, underwritten by 
a grant from the Windom Neighborhood Council, are 
targeted to active adults ages 55+, but adults of all ages are 
welcomed to attend.  Sign up, join the fun and meet your 
neighbors!
Belly Dancing: Grace Watkins-Wright is our experienced 
instructor in this program specifically designed for active 
adults ages 55+, but open to all adults. Come enjoy this new 
way to shape and firm.

• Fabulous Abs and Awesome Arms
Wednesdays   January 7th to 28th
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   $40 
Experience deep toning of your core muscles and arms 

with methodical, undulating Belly Dance movement. Belly 
Dance is more than meets the eye — it’s the most effective 
and fun way to shape up those common problem areas that 
develop with age. Enjoy a gentle workout that is suitable 
for all levels of fitness. Wear loose-fitting clothes to allow 
maximum freedom of movement.  
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• Basic Belly Dance Shimmies 
Wednesdays 2/4/15 to 2/25/15 
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. $40
Contour your hips, thighs, buttocks and calves while 

learning signature Belly Dance shimmies. Improve your 
rhythm and coordination while dancing your way to 
strength and stamina. Give it a shake! Wear comfortable, 
loose-fitting clothes and bring a large shawl or scarf for hip 
accents.
Intro to Ballroom Dancing:  The first hour will be 
instruction and the second hour will be a dance party, 
allowing you plenty of time to build your dancing 
confidence. Shinya McHenry from DanceLife Ballroom 
Studio will be your instructor.  

• The Waltz 
Saturday   January 10th and 24th 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.   $20 adults / $10 for 55+
The Waltz — sometimes called the granddaddy of all 

ballroom dances — is characterized by rising and falling 
rhythms and side-steps. The feet remain in contact with the 
floor at all times, creating a smooth, gliding look, an elegant 
gracefulness, and a romantic and sometimes sad feel.

• The Cha-Cha 
Saturday   February 14th and 28th 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.   $20 adults / $10 for 55+
The Cha-Cha is a lively, cheeky and playful dance that 

emphasizes Cuban motion.
Game Night for adults will be held on the First Friday of 
each month from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.  What a great way to 
meet your neighbors! Cards, dominoes, Farkle and a variety 
of other fun games await you. This is a free program.

ICE RINK INFO:  Weather permitting, the Minneapolis 
ice rinks and warming rooms will be operational from Dec. 
22nd through Feb. 16th.  Warming room hours at Kenny 
Park will be Monday through Friday, 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Sunday, noon to 6 p.m.  On 
school release days, the warming room will open at noon.  

Only Lake of the Isles, McRae, North Commons and 
Van Cleve will be open on Dec. 24 from noon to 4 p.m.; and 
Dec. 31st and Jan 1st from noon to 6 p.m. Please check with 
each park for more information.
Returning  Programs:

• Romp and Play for parents and their little ones has 
returned, on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 
10:30 a.m. to noon.  This free program, which allows for 
young children to burn off excess energy while playing 
with a variety of toys in the multi-purpose room and 
climbing the jungle gym outside, will continue until 
next April.

• Hip Hop Dance for youth ages 8 to 12 will continue on 
Monday nights.  Cost is $12 per 4-week session. 

• Start Smart Basketball begins n January.  This fun 
parent-and-child interactive sport program for ages 3 to 5 
is held on Saturday mornings in the gym; cost is $40 for 
resident families. 

Open Gym Times:
• Youth ages 8 to 12, Mondays through Fridays from 4 

p.m. to 5 p.m., FREE
• Teens ages 13 to 17, every Tuesday from 5:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m., FREE
• Adults ages 18 and up, every Friday from 6 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m., $4 per night

5425 NICOLLET AVENUE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55419
612.824.8813

FREE PARKING IN REAR OF STORE

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Pipes cut & threaded
Tool rental
Paint mixing
Key cuts
Tool sharpening
Carpet cleaning
Glass & shades cut to size
Lamp repair
Screen repair
Home maintenance and repair
Much more!

MON–THURS 8:00am–8:00pm

FRI 8:00am–7:00pm

SAT 8:00am–6:00pm

SUN 10:00am–5:00pm

DIAMOND LAKE 
HARDWARE

www.diamondlakehardware.com

Dear Neighborhood Business Advertising clients,  
The Windom Council mails the Windom Community News via the US Postal 

service to 2,100 Windom residents. We do not make a profit, but enough to cover costs 
as a community organization. In 2014 we are printing 4 editions. The rates will rise 
slightly to reflect the increase in editions which are: Winter (February), Spring (April), 
Summer (August), and Fall (October)

We request that advertising be paid in advance prior to printing and after receipt 
of your invoice. We have made significant efforts to improve the newsletter and feel 
it is one of the best neighborhood newsletters. The Windom News is an all-volunteer 
operation. Jessen Press in St. Louis Park does our printing

Windom Community News 2014 Advertising Rates are as follows:
  Full page 4x year  $350.00

Advertising chair: Douglas Sweet 612-861-8857 or Sweet477gmail.com

Partial page rates ½ page ¼ page 1/8 page (Bus. card) 
1x (1 issue) $90 $70 $50
2x $175 $140 $100
3x $250 $200 $140

4x (all 4 issues) $315 $250 $180



Call Dan, your Windom neighbor, to help you buy or sell your home

Mobile:    612-250-4720

Email:    dantrudeau@edinarealty.com

Website:  dantrudeau.edinarealty.com

• Windom / Twin City Market Expertise

• Pre-listing Marketing Program
• Access to Home Repair Network

• Free Comparative Market Analysis
• Professional Home Marketing Plan

• Professional Photography
• Professional Home Staging

You Deserve a Moving Experience

• Edina Realty Marketing Technology

• Agent-To-Agent Networking
• Sale Negotiations

• Contract Review and Explanation
• Net Proceeds Estimates

• Pre-Closing Transaction Oversight
• Sale of Hard-To-Sell Properties

Windom Community Council
5821 Wentwoth Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN, 55419


