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WCC working to bring 
more Bike Racks in the 
Neighborhood

 One of the greatest assets to our City is its bike 
infrastructure: Between them, Minneapolis and St. Paul 
have 84 miles of dedicated bike paths and 44 miles of 
designated bike lanes on streets. The city has plans to install 
another 40 miles of designated bike lanes. Every city bus and 
train has bicycle-carrying capability. Every office building 
in Minneapolis is required by law to provide bicycle storage, 
and the city funds half the price of every bike rack any 
business installs. 

According to the U.S. Census’s 2005 American 
Community Survey, 2.4 percent of the working population 
of Minneapolis rode their bikes to work. By 2008 (the latest 
figures available), the number had risen to 4.3 percent. 
That might not sound like a lot, but it’s the second-highest 
percentage in the country for a major city, behind Portland’s 
5.9 percent. That’s 8,200 people living in Minneapolis who 
ride to work—
except in winter, 
when by anyone’s 
best estimate the 
number dips to 
about 4,000.

WCC recently posted a survey on our website (www.
windommpls.org) as well as on our Windom Neighborhood 
facebook page inquiring about the need for more bike racks 
in Windom. Please take a moment to fill out this 4 question 
survey so that WCC can get solid feedback on where you 
think these new bike racks should be installed.

The Windom Community Council would like to 
make a motion to move $4805.00 of program income 
from NRP Phase II Strategy A.1.3.1 Home Improvement 
Revolving Funds to existing NRP Phase II strategy D.4.1.1 
Install Bike Racks.    The rationale for this move is existing 
strategy funds for bike racks are frozen so Windom needs 
to use program income 
to execute the strategy. 
The vote will take place 
at our next WCC board 
meeting on Thursday, 
February 12th at 7pm.

www.windommpls.org
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Board meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of every month at the  Windom Community Center 
from 7–9 PM. Community members are welcome.

WINDOM COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WINDOM

BOARD MEMBERS:

Steve 
Rawlins

I have lived in Windom for 24 
years.  My wife and I have raised 
our two children here.  We love 
our neighborhood, both the 
physical location and the good, 

caring neighbors who make Windom, make our block, 
strong.

In the past I have served Windom by helping put 
together the Windom Newsletter - starting back in the 
early 90s when scissors and glue were required.  In recent 
years, I have been an official board member, serving on the 
Communications Committee (Newsletter and Web-site).

I am a computer programmer, currently work in the C# 
programming language (just a half-step below D).  My wife 
is a teacher, daughter a Social Worker, and son is student at 
Hamline and a pianist.

I enjoy gardening, bicycling, X-C skiing and appreciate 
our easy access to parks, the creek and other amenities.

Robin 
Krueger

I have lived in the Windom 
community since 2006.  I absolutely 
love the neighborhood because of 
my friendly neighbors and small 
businesses.  

Originally from Moorhead, MN, I moved to 
Minneapolis in August of 2000 when I was offered my 
first teaching job as an Art Specialist.  I have always had a 
passion for the arts and working with the community.   Since 
I have been in the Windom community I have had a small 
painting business out of my house, received my Masters in 
Arts of Education, opened my own business, Robin’s nest on 
Nicollet Ave, became a member on the Windom board, and 
became a member of the NEHBA business board.  Running 
a small business and teaching full time has been challenging 
but very rewarding.  What could be better than to inspire 
a child to create or create something for someone else?  My 
family, friends, students and customers are my inspiration 
and I am very thankful for them

WCC Board Spotlight

Come on out and celebrate reading with this fun 
community event hosted by the Windom Community 
Council, Mpls Parks and Recreation and the Windom 
Spanish Dual Immersion School.

Meet 4 local authors , listen to stories, learn about braille 
with the National Federation for the Blind.

Enjoy healthy snacks, visit the Used Book Exchange,     
make a book at the Creation Station, meet the Cat in the 
Hat, and come get your face painted.

Windom Reads 
2015 Jan. 31st 9:30-11:30am

WCC currently has two vacant board seats
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Aqua City Plumbing
• Water Heaters Replaced
• Toilet & Faucet Repairs
• Boiler Repairs
• Raidators
• Garbage Disposals
• Drain Cleaning

Now Located in the Windom Neighborhood!

If Your Plumbings a Pity...  Call Aqua City!!

612-33-Fixit 612-333-4948

Serving Windom Since 1963!
www.AquaCityPlumbing.com

Tots Rock 2015 is going to be 
a rockin’ good time on Saturday, 
March 21st 3-6pm.

Tots Rock! provides families 
with a safe, all-inclusive opportunity 
to socialize with neighbors while 
spending time together.  Best of all, 
it’s fun!

Tots Rock is a dance party for children, ages 6 months 
to 7 years of age.  In addition to dancing to a live DJ, 
bubbles blow near the dance floor, temporary tattoos and 
blow up guitars, there is a “chill” corner with books, a 
crafty Creation Station, face painting and cushions for 
lounging. The variety of activities is intended to keep 
children engaged and entertained while giving parents the 
opportunity to enjoy their children in a new environment 
as well as meet other parents in the community.  The main 
intention of this event is to build a sense of community for 
families in our neighborhoods with young children and 
to introduce more community members to local resources 
and businesses. Tickets are only $15 and includes the whole 
family and all the fun activities including some keepsake 
take home items too!

Check out the Tots Rock facebook page to keep 
updated on this year’s sponsors and ways you can help make 
this year’s event ROCK! If your interested in volunteering 
contact Amanda Vallone at (612) 695-2831 and see how you 
can help on event day in exchange for a family pass to the 
event.

with a safe, all-inclusive opportunity 

Windom Community Council delivers a THANKSgiving basket to the 
MFD at Station #27 on Diamond Lake & Nicollet Ave. 
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One of the core principles of the Neighborhood 
Community Relation’s Department’s work in community 
engagement is to recognize the needs of all. The 
Community Participation Program (CPP) specifically 
requires funded neighborhood organizations to conduct 
activities that promote the inclusion of all age, ethnic and 
economic groups in their work, including renters. Another 
requirement is to explore new methods to stimulate 
participation and work cooperatively on common issues 
with other neighborhood organizations. Several Minneapolis 
neighborhood organizations are leading the way and setting 
an example of the best strategies to advocate for tenants and 
assist with renter organizing.

Windom Community Council will be doing just 
that in 2015. With a series of workshops coordinated with 
Homeline, they will reach out, educate and engage the large 
percentage of renters in their community. Michael Vraa, 
the Managing Attorney from HOME Line, will be leading 
the discussion on tenant rights and responsibilities.  He has 
been with HOME Line since 1996 and has advised over 
28,000 renters across Minnesota.  He was the lead author on 
HOME Line’s book, “How to be the Smartest Renter on the 
Block:  A Minnesota Tenant’s Guide.”

Mike has given over 1,000 speeches to landlords, social 
workers and tenants.  He will be focusing on a few of the 
most common issues that tenants have problems with:  
getting a landlord to make repairs, convincing a landlord 
to return security deposits and he will be answering your 

questions about your rights as a tenant.
The focus of the workshops will include topics from 

Homeline’s book: “How to be the Smartest Renter on Your 
Block.” The workshops will also be a forum to hear tenant 
concerns and help with problem solving. They will be set up 
in the community center on the following dates.

Workshop Dates
Thursday, April 16th 6:30-8pm
Saturday, April 18th 10-11:30am

SAVE THE DATE 
THIS SUMMER FOR 
NATIONAL NIGHT 

OUT!
Tuesday, August 5th 2015

Photo taken on 58th and Harriet
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This edition of the Windom Newsletter 
is focused on traditions in our families and 
community.  Winter brings us all closer 
together, since we spend more time indoors, 
while some families are engaged in the winter 
activities.  As a child our family traditions 
during this time of year were playing board 
games, card games, ice skating and sledding 
in South Minneapolis.   We would have many 
family gatherings with potlucks.  The adults 
played cards and the children would play 
outside in the snow, come in for cocoa and 
then settle in for board games.   We continued that tradition 
when we had our own children.   

Our families also volunteered at church, school and 
scouting activities.   As a parent we also volunteered as our 
parents had done before us.   In Windom, this continues with 
many of us continuing this tradition at our schools, parks 
and in the neighborhood.   Windom Community Council is 
continuing our outreach for community participation in our 
events in the neighborhood.   Windom Reads will be held 
January 31st at Windom Community Center.   This event 
is a partnership of the Windom Spanish Immersion School, 
Windom South Park and Recreation and the Windom 
Community Center with several authors participating, the 
American Federation of the Blind demonstrating Braille, and 
activities for children.   Also, in January, Windom will focus 
with reading to our senior population at Mount Olivet Home 
by providing Audio Books. 

On March 21st is the Annual Windom Tot’s 
Rock.    This event focuses on music with many 
activities for children and parents to participate in.  
We hope to see you and your families at one of our 
upcoming events in 2015. If you are interested in 
volunteering we would also appreciate any help from 
Windom residents, so that we can continue to add 
more fun and engaging community happenings for 
all ages in our community.

Please check out our Windom Website at 
Windommpls.org.    

Pat Soulak, President

President's Letter

Reliable, dependable service from a team of professionals!

We Respond When Your Heating & Cooling Can't! 

New Online Quotes!

On-line with a few easy steps 
Saving 10 - 15% by getting your own quote

Go to www.midlandhtg.com/on-linequotes
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Windom South 
Recreation Center
5843 Wentworth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55419

(612) 370-4980
Recreation Supervisor – Rosey Vogan   (612) 370-4869

Park Hours:
Monday through Friday: 3 - 9 pm & Saturday:  9 am - 4 pm

Youth Sports Registrations:  Sports registration begins in 
March for spring and summer youth sports teams:  softball, 
baseball, and track check at the park for exact registration 
dates and locations. Windom South combines with 
Armatage and Kenny parks to form neighborhood teams for 
youth from kindergarten into high school. 

Adult Programs:
•   Adult Self Defense meets on Tuesday nights --  7 to 8 pm 
at Windom South Community Center     Ages 18 and up   
Free  (Space is limited)
•   Ball Room Dancing   will happen on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of the month from 2 to 4 pm. Taught by Shinya 
McHenry – the first hour is dedicated to learning the dance 
and the 2nd hour is a chance to practice what you have 
learned.   The Cha Cha will be offered in February and the 
Foxtrot in April. Each dance is $20 per adult – but if you are 
55 or over and a Mpls resident your rate is $10.
•   Belly Dancing is a great way to get fit while having fun.  
Grace Watkins-Wright will offer 90 minute classes  4 times 
a month from 7 to 8:30 pm  $40 per month.    February  & 
May will be Basic Belly Dance Shimmies – focusing on the 
hips and thighs.  April will be Fabulous Abs and Awesome 
Arms working on our core muscles and arms.   
Adult Trips: 
   May 16th join with your friends and neighbors as we 
explore the Historic Riverfront on a Segway  from 10 am to 
1 pm.  Residents pay $60 but if you are 55 or over you get 

Brighten a cold winter day with a festive visit to one of 
the upcoming Winter Farmers Market at Bachman’s! The 
Farmers Market will be indoors at 6010 Lyndale Ave. S from 
9:00 am- 1:30 pm on Saturday, February 28th and Saturday, 
March 28th. SAVE THE DATES!

Bachman’s Winter Market shoppers will find their 
favorite growers and vendors from the Fulton and Kingfield 
Farmers Markets offering meats, prepared foods, coffee, 
preserved foods, cheeses, baked goods, yarn, clothing, crafts, 
lotions/oils, as well as fresh fruits and vegetables.

In addition to providing the indoor venue for the 
Winter Market, Bachman’s will also have family-friendly 
entertainment and wine, hard cider and beer to enjoy. 

WINTER 
FARMERS 
MARKET 
HERE IN 
WINDOM!

Continued onto page 7
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$20 off when you sign up. You will learn how to operate 
your Segway while learning about the history of the area. 
Registration closes on April 25th for this trip.
 June 20th join us as Wilderness Inquiry guides us 
in Canoeing the Mississippi from 10 am to 2 pm.  Residents 
pay $40 and 55 and over get $10 off when they register.   This 
trip starts at Hidden Falls and we paddle to Harriet Island 
– stopping to enjoy our picnic lunch along the way. Life 
jackets, paddles, water, coolers and safety gear are provided 
along with a van ride back to your car at the end of the trip. 
This trip is ideal for all adults regardless of ability.  Bring a 
picnic lunch and prepare to have some fun. Registration for 
this trip must close on March 20th – so sign up early.

The Belly Dance, Ballroom Dancing and adult trips are all 
underwritten by a grant from the Windom Community 
Council to target active 55 + adults. But adults of all ages are 
welcomed to attend.
  
Youth  Programs now offered at Windom South Community 
Center – contact the park for more information on how to 
register for these fun programs.
•   Start Smart Baseball:   Ages 3 – 5   focuses on teaching 
skills - without threat of competition or fear of getting hurt, 
while building self-esteem and self- confidence.  Parent 
participation is required but knowledge of the sport is not!    
Starts April 4th.  $40 
•   HIP HOP Blast:  Ages 8 to 13   Learn  basic hip hop 
moves, how to choreograph and put together your own 
routine.  Meets on Monday evening class.   New classes start 
February  2 - $12,  March 2 - $12 and April 6 - $20  
•   Cheerleading  Ages 4 to 16  will be held on Thursday 

evenings beginning Feb 12th through April 30th   $84.  
•   Young American School of Self Defense  - Karate  Ages 4 
to 17 meets on Monday evenings  beginning Feb. 9 through 
April 27.  $84
•   Under the Ice:  Environmental program for ages 6  to 12 
on Wednesday afternoons 4 to 5 pm Feb. 4th  to 25th  $15
•   Winter Recreation & Nature Art:  Environmental 
program for ages 6 to 12 on Wednesdays afternoons 4 to 5 
pm,  March 4th to 25th  $15
•   Phenology in Our parks: :  Environmental program for 
ages 6 to 12 on Wednesdays afternoons 4 to 5 pm,  April 8th 
to 29th  $15

Open Gym Times:     active-pass and gym wear required
Youth    8 to 12     M,T, W, Th & F    4 to 5 pm    Free
Teens   13 to 17     Tu  5:30 – 7:30pm       Free
Adults   18 & over  F  6 – 8:30pm       $4 per night

Dates to pay attention to:
•   March 14 – Wearing of the Green Party for Adults with 
Disabilities at Windom South   2 to 4 pm  $5 
•   March 21 – Tots Rock at Windom South   ages 0 to 7   3 
to 6 pm   $15 per family at the door.
•   March 25 – Summer  program registration begins at 12 
pm on line at www.minneapolisparks.org or in person at 
the parks.
•   April 4 – Spring Egg Hunt   We have grown so large,  we 
have moved it to Armatage Park.  Bring your family and 
celebrate the arrival of spring from 10 to 11:30 am.  Egg hunt 
for youth up to age 12 starts promptly at 11.  $5 per child
•   May 15 – Windom School Carnival  check with the school 
for more information

5425 NICOLLET AVENUE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55419
612.824.8813

FREE PARKING IN REAR OF STORE

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Pipes cut & threaded
Tool rental
Paint mixing
Key cuts
Tool sharpening
Carpet cleaning
Glass & shades cut to size
Lamp repair
Screen repair
Home maintenance and repair
Much more!

MON–THURS 8:00am–8:00pm

FRI 8:00am–7:00pm

SAT 8:00am–6:00pm

SUN 10:00am–5:00pm

DIAMOND LAKE 
HARDWARE

www.diamondlakehardware.com

Dear Neighborhood Business Advertising clients,  
The Windom Council mails the Windom Community News via the US Postal 

service to 2,100 Windom residents. We do not make a profit, but enough to cover costs 
as a community organization. In 2014 we are printing 4 editions. The rates will rise 
slightly to reflect the increase in editions which are: Winter (February), Spring (April), 
Summer (August), and Fall (October)

We request that advertising be paid in advance prior to printing and after receipt 
of your invoice. We have made significant efforts to improve the newsletter and feel 
it is one of the best neighborhood newsletters. The Windom News is an all-volunteer 
operation. Jessen Press in St. Louis Park does our printing

Windom Community News 2014 Advertising Rates are as follows:
  Full page 4x year  $350.00

Advertising chair: Douglas Sweet 612-861-8857 or Sweet477gmail.com

Partial page rates ½ page ¼ page 1/8 page (Bus. card) 
1x (1 issue) $90 $70 $50
2x $175 $140 $100
3x $250 $200 $140

4x (all 4 issues) $315 $250 $180

Continued onto page 7



Call Dan, your Windom neighbor, to help you buy or sell your home

Mobile:    612-250-4720

Email:    dantrudeau@edinarealty.com

Website:  dantrudeau.edinarealty.com

• Windom / Twin City Market Expertise

• Pre-listing Marketing Program
• Access to Home Repair Network

• Free Comparative Market Analysis
• Professional Home Marketing Plan

• Professional Photography
• Professional Home Staging

You Deserve a Moving Experience

• Edina Realty Marketing Technology

• Agent-To-Agent Networking
• Sale Negotiations

• Contract Review and Explanation
• Net Proceeds Estimates

• Pre-Closing Transaction Oversight
• Sale of Hard-To-Sell Properties

Windom Community Council
5821 Wentwoth Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN, 55419


