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Annual 
Meeting
Please join us in celebrating 30+ 
years as Windom Community 
Council and 20 years of partnership 
with Windom School and Park.

This is also your chance to elect 
board members and learn more 
about Windom Community.

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 7:00 pm – 
8:30 pm at The Russian Museum of 
Art (5500 Stevens)

Join your neighbors, leaders (Business, Faith-
Community) and representatives for a fun and 
informative evening.

Special Guests:
• Councilman Jeremy Schroeder
• State Senator Scott Dibble

Also visit with:
• MPRB Staff (Parks Board long-range planning)
• Center for Energy and Environment (Home loan 
programs)
• City of Minneapolis NCR Staff

RSVP at windommpls.org

Loans 
and Grants 
Available
$20,000 has been earmarked for 
the Windom Business Facade 
Improvement Matching Grant 
Program. The goal is to assist 
Windom businesses not covered by 
existing programs such as “Great 
Streets”. To apply, see our website.

A larger pool of money is available 
for Windom Homeowners who are 

improving their homes. The Windom Council is making 
available NRP (Neighborhood Revitalization) funds that 
have been designated for home improvements in the 
Windom Neighborhood. This program is designed to 
complement existing loan programs available from the 
City of Minneapolis, MHFA, CEE, and private lenders. 
Qualifying homeowners can receive a 2% loan of up to 
$15,000 for specific, eligible improvements.

To learn more and apply, see our website at 
windommpls.org
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Rockin' Tots
By Pat Soulak

On Saturday, March 17th, Windom held its Annual 
TOTS ROCK for the little dancers ages 1-9 years 
old. DJ Shinya McHenry (DanceLife 
Ballroom) led the kids in fun free-style 
dances that included a Limbo dance with 
the Limbo stick moving as low as you can 
go! Great to see kids crawl on their belly to 
do that! Healthy snacks were made possible 
by a generous Cub Foods donation. Pizza 
was available from Fast Eddy’s Pizza for 
$2.00 per slice.

Photography 
Murphy Byrne 
achieved 
remarkable 
photos that are 
available on the 
Windom TOTS 
ROCK Facebook 
site. Rock Star 

Hair do’s for the children (and a few adults) were by 
Nellie and her magical colored hairsprays and styling 
talent! Raffle prizes included gift certificates from 
Cub Foods and Fast Eddy’s Pizza. TOTS ROCK was 
sponsored by Dance Life Studio (see article), Cub Food, 
Fast Eddy’s Pizza, Windom South Park and Windom 
Community Council.

We will be back again next 
year in March 2019-Watch for us 
on TOTS ROCK Facebook!
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Community Connections 
Conference;Valuable 
Event for Action

By Patrick A. Barrett

On Saturday, Feb. 10th, I participated in a valuable 
event at the Minneapolis Convention Center. It was the 
Community Connections Conference. As a Windom 
Community Board member, I wanted to meet folks 
from other neighborhoods and organizations.

The RV show was going on there that weekend as 
well. My first thought was that it would take me awhile 
to get past all those acres of camping equipment, and 
find the conference tucked back in the corner. However, 
I was amazed at how many displays there were 
dedicated to building better neighborhoods.

One of our Windom board goals is to reach out 
to underserved populations. I introduced myself to 
groups from the Muslim and Hispanic communities, 
and took away contact information for Mario Vargas, 
our Windom Community Coordinator. I dropped 
by several other booths offering great information 
on healthier living for seniors, and support for 
women transitioning from prison life to participating 
confidently in their communities.

Later in the afternoon, several groups met with 
city council people. Each group had a different topic 
to discuss, such as housing and the environment. 
The group spokesperson shared their conclusions and 
suggestions with the other groups.

Least I forget, the cherry atop the sundae—
the smorgasbord of free food to try. I am always up 
to adding new ethnic delights to my list of eating 
experience. That day, I enjoyed ginger walleye and wild 
rice salad from the Red River Native Americans, and 
soul food from Wendy’s House of Soul. Can’t recall 
the name of the dish, but it was a deep-fried wrap with 
chicken and cream cheese inside, along with a nice 
coleslaw.

I was truly impressed with all the work that went 
into this wonderful event. I look forward to making 
new community—and culinary—connections next 
time I attend.

Ward 11 
Greetings, Windom 
neighbors!

I’m so proud to represent 
our Ward 11 community at City 
Hall. From advocating for our 
environment to finding lasting 
solutions to our affordable 
housing crisis, I’m thrilled be 
working hard for you.

The draft Comprehensive 
Plan, which debuted in late March, is among the most 
notable news items so far. This document, which is 
open for public review and comment through July 22, 
is designed to help Minneapolis manage inevitable 
growth and guide future development in an equitable 
and sustainable way. You can see the draft plan and 
submit comments at minneapolis2040.com. Your 
voice is essential as city staff and officials shape a final 
20-year plan.

More immediately, be ready for Spring street 
sweeping later this month! Starting April 17, 
Minneapolis Public Works crews will be out to clear 
debris from roadways across the city and keep our 
neighborhoods and waterways clean. Be on the lookout 
for No Parking signs, which will be posted at least 24 
hours in advance.

You should also be aware that Interstate 35W will 
undergo major changes starting this summer, which 
will affect Windom residents traveling between Ward 
11 and downtown. A full reconstruction of the highway 
will provide better connections and easier traffic flow 
for our community, but it’ll take us a few years to get 
there. In the meantime, there will be some disruption 
to commuters. I’ll do my best to keep you in the loop 
on this work, but I also encourage you to see detailed 
timelines and subscribe to emailed updates at dot.state.
mn.us/35w94.

Please feel free to contact me with your concerns or 
ideas at Jeremy.Schroeder@minneapolismn.gov or (612) 
673-2211. Hope to see you all at Windom Community 
Council’s Annual Meeting on May 9!

Jeremy
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Windom Neighborhood 
Engagement & Outreach

By Mario Vargas, Administrative Coordinator (WCC)

Greetings Windom community residents! In the next 
several months, your Windom Community Council will 
begin the process of gathering neighborhood input for 
the purposes of developing a community strategic plan. 
We encourage everyone who can participate to do so, as 
your input will be critical in the creation and shaping your 
neighborhood agenda of important issues that you’d like to 
work on in the coming years.

There will be different ways to participate in this 
important process. Neighborhood Conversations will be 
open to the public house meetings to be held in homes, 
apartment complexes and businesses throughout the 
Windom neighborhood. These are designed to get to 
know important issues, concerns and ideas from Windom 
residents, business, faith-based institutions and stakeholders 
for the betterment of Windom. For those how may not be 
able to participate through the in-person Neighborhood 
Conversations, you’ll have the option of providing your 
feedback online via our social media and an online survey 
campaigns.

Please stay tuned for more information at 
www.windommpls.org.

Windom Housing Program
April 2018 - Program Guidelines

Program Overview: The Windom Community Council 
(WCC) is making available NRP funds that have been des-
ignated for home improvements in the Windom Neighbor-
hood. This program is designed to complement existing loan 
programs available from the City of Minneapolis, MHFA, 
CEE, private lenders and other housing resources. It is not 
intended to be the sole source of rehab funds available to the 
neighborhood.

The intent of the Windom Revolving Loan is to help appli-
cants improve their property and maintain the housing stock 
in the Windom neighborhood.

1. Eligible properties: Properties must be located in the 
Windom neighborhood and must be an owner occupied 
single family or duplex. 

2. Income Limit: Income cannot exceed 75% of HUD an-
nual income limits adjusted for family size. Income shall 
be determined by the projected income over the next 12 
months. 

3. Interest Rate: 2%. 

4. Loan Amount: Minimum loan size of $5,000 and maxi-
mum of $15,000. 

5. Loan term: Maximum term will be 10 years (no penalty 
for prepayment). 

6. Prior Participation: Households that have previously 
received a WCC NRP-funded loan or grant are eligible 
to receive a loan through this revolving loan program. 
However, the cumulative outstanding balance of the 
previous loan and the original balance of the new loan 
cannot exceed $15,000. 

7. Eligible Improvements: Loans may be used to finance a 
wide range of interior and exterior improvements. Exam-
ples of such improvements: 

a. Correction of any outstanding violations of the City 
of Minneapolis Housing Codes and correction of other 
hazardous codes, health or safety-related conditions as 
identified by CEE; 

b. Safe and healthy housing including accessibility 
improvements for accommodating disabilities or aging 
in place, radon remediation, water and mold elimina-
tion such as sump pump, drain tiles, permanently fixed 
dehumidifiers;
c. Energy efficiency –related improvements that help 
lower on-going energy costs. Energy efficiency-related 
improvements include but are not limited to:  windows, 
doors, heating and air conditioning systems, solar panels, 
insulation, and water heaters; and 
d. Improvement of the physical condition of the 
property in order to enhance the livability, durability or 
appearance of the property, including;

• Roofing
• Painting
• Siding
• Insulation
• Trim
• Window replacement or updates
• Masonry work
• Steps (repair or replacement)
• Driveways (repair or replacement)
• Garage repair or replacement (including roof)
• Garage electrical (line extension, lights, outlets, door 

opener, chargers for electric cars)
• Exterior electrical (motion sensor lights, sidewalk lights, 

yard lights, doorbells)
• Sidewalk
• Gutters
• Landscaping projects that are permanent improvements 

such as trees, bushes, sod, terracing, ground water tiling, 
etc. that are part of a larger project

• Interior projects and additions that increase the size of 

continued on next page
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By Steve Rawlins

Windom Community Council is your Minneapolis 
Neighborhood Association, and has been for more than 
thirty years. It is a grass-roots, 501c3, independent non-
profit, run by a volunteer board, and dedicated to improving 
the neighborhood.  All Windom residents are members 
(“General Members”) of WCC, as are representatives of 
businesses and churches in our neighborhood. If you have 
any interest in your neighborhood, please participate by 
speaking up.  One way to speak up is to vote. General 
Members have one opportunity per year to vote - at our 
Annual Meeting.

For 2018, your Windom Board is pleased to announce 
revitalized homeowner and business financing programs. 
In addition, we are pleased to have hired a part-time staffer 
with deep Community Organizing skills, Mario Vargas. 
Mario has developed a robust community engagement plan 
for this year. The goal is to engage a representative sample 
of Windom stakeholders in order to determine the desires of 
the community and, from that, help focus the board. Please 
see Mario’s article in this newsletter.

Please join us for our annual meeting on Wednesday 
9th May at the gorgeous Museum of Russian Art. We are 
happy to return to TMORA and are overjoyed to mark 
30+ years as an organization and 20 years of successful 
partnership with Windom School and Park. To celebrate, 
we have invited Mayor Frey, Councilman Schroeder and 
Senator Scott Dibble. Please come early to enjoy the art, then 
stay for the 7pm meeting.  Light refreshments will be served 
and, for that, we ask that you RSVP via our website at www.
windompls.org

Windom Council’s official Internet mouthpiece is our 
website, but we also post on the windommpls Facebook page 
and Nextdoor. Unofficial channels include the Windom 
Neighborhood (Closed Group) on Facebook, Windom 
Corner and various email lists. Ask your Block Leader if 
you wish to stay informed at the very local level. It is your 
personal responsibility to find your Block Leader or become 
that person. 5th precinct MPD Specialist Jennifer Waisenan 
is available to help.

For more information on Minneapolis Neighborhood 
organizations (including Windom’s), please take advantage 
of the City’s highly informative Neighborhood and 
Community Relations (NCR) site at www.ci.minneapolis.
mn.us/ncr where you can look-up Windom or any of the 
other 80+ neighborhood organizations.

Information flows in many channels. Not all of us are 
online. For this reason, we occasionally publish this printed 
newsletter. 

Energy, too, flows at different times and in different 
ways. You might not now be interested or available to serve 
your neighborhood. But circumstances change. Please take 
a moment to consider how you or your neighbors can help 
make Windom better; it could be as simple as asking a 
question.

Letter from the 
 Windom Community President

the square footage (but don’t increase footprint) such as 
basement or attic finishes or dormers

• Fences, decks, patios, retaining walls.
• Other projects that fit within stated “Purposes” of loan 

fund, and as approved by the Windom Community 
Council Housing Committee.

8. Ineligible Improvements: Projects not eligible shall 
include: gazebos, work initiated prior to the loan ap-
plication being received by CEE, recreation or luxury 
projects (pools, playground equipment, whirlpools, etc.), 
furniture, non-permanent (not built-in) appliances, 
cosmetic improvements not associated with other eligible 
improvements, funds for working capital, debt service or 
refinancing existing debts. CEE will refer to the Windom 
Community Council Housing Committee whenever 
eligibility of an improvement is uncertain. WCC’s de-
cision on project eligibility shall be final. Any questions 
about whether an improvement is NRP eligible must be 
resolved by the City of Minneapolis. 

9. Debt - to - Income Ratio: Applicants must have the 
ability to repay the loan. Applicants who have a debt to 
income ratio in excess of 50% will be denied loan financ-
ing. 

10. Loan - to Value Ratio: The ratio of all loans secured by 
the property, including the new loan, must not exceed 
110% of the property value. 

11. Loan Security: All NRP loans will be secured with a 
mortgage in favor of the City of Minneapolis. Loans are 
not assumable. Borrowers will pay all filing fees. 

12. Underwriting Decision: Loans will be approved or de-
nied based upon review of applicant’s credit report. Ap-
plicants must have acceptable credit history: Borrowers 
may not have had a bankruptcy in the last 18 months, 
(without reasonable explanation). Property owners 
must be current on mortgage payments and property 
taxes. Applicants who have judgements/liens against the 
property, without reasonable explanation, will be denied 
financing. Except in unusual circumstances, CEE’s deci-
sion shall be final.

continued from page 4
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games like Pick-A Sucker, Duck Pond, Drop Zone, 
Giant Connect Four, and more. The MN Zoomobile 
coming to us from the Minnesota Zoo will be here to 
introduce us to some special animal friends and we 
will have live music to enjoy. You’re invited to join in a 
morning of fun and games. 

RUMC FREE Neighborhood Breakfast
Saturday, April 21 9:00 - 11:00 AM

Looking for a good breakfast place right here in 
Windom? Come enjoy pancakes and hot breakfast with 
us. Meet your neighbors and maybe make a new friend 
over coffee. Come over to our place for breakfast!

Free Summer 
Movie Nights

Wednesdays 6:30 PM
Richfield United Methodist Church (5835 Lyndale Ave 
S, Minneapolis).

What could be better than winding down with a movie 
with family and friends? Come to Richfield United 
Methodist Church to watch a family-friendly movie 
and enjoy popcorn, lemonade, and treats together. 
Movies will be held indoors with our giant projector 
screen. Bring a blanket or your favorite snack. 
Everyone is welcome. 

July 11 
Paddington 2
The curious bear 
is back.

July 18
Wonder
Auggie Pullman 
suffers from a 
severe facial deformity that has prevented him from 
attending a regular school.

July 25 
A Wrinkle In Time
A new kind of space travel has been discovered, and 
Meg’s scientist father is at the forefront of the new 
developments.

August 1
Ferdinand
Spanish fighting bull named Ferdinand accidentally sits 
on a bee and reacts badly.

FREE Community Carnival 
Saturday, August 18th 10:00 - 12:00 PM

Richfield United Methodist Church - 5835 Lyndale Ave 
S, Minneapolis
Come check out our bounce house, giant slide, snow 
cones, food, and more! Of course we will have carnival 

Dance Life 
Studio Waltzes 
Off to Edina

By Pat Soulak

Have dreams of learning Ballroom or Latin dancing 
in a fun, energetic and welcoming studio? Then “Cha-
Cha” out to 4444 West 76th Street- Dance Life’s 
beautiful new dance studio. Owner and Windom 
resident Shinya McHenry needed more space for 

dancing and parking, and 
the Minneapolis location 
on 60th and Lyndale 
(across from Bachmann’s) 
was becoming too small. 
Windom residents will 
miss the brightly lit studio 
with visions of dancers 
as they drive by, but 
“Swing” out (East or West 
Coast style) to Edina and 
check out the new studio 
with great teaching staff. 
Friday night dances start 
at 7pm for beginners or 
intermediate with the 
dance from 8 to 9:30 
for only $15.00. 



W I N D O M  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  S p r i n g  2 0 1 8   I s s u e  1 5 7

Plot fees for 2018 will be $15 for 4ft by 10ft raised beds, or 
$30 for 4ft by 20ft raised beds.

If you are interested in more information or would like 
to obtain a plot for this year’s gardening season, please visit 
https://www.windommpls.org/garden or https://www.
facebook.com/WindomCommunityGarden/ to download 
the 2018 plot application or contact Brian O’Shea at brian.
patrick.oshea@gmail.com.

Metro Inn 
Motel: proposal 
for a new 
development

By Alison Babb

At the March meeting of the Windom Community 
Council, a representative from Shaw Lundquist (http://www.
shawlundquist.com/) presented about their offer to purchase 
the Metro Inn Motel (http://www.metroinnmotel.com/). 
The local developer proposes razing the existing structure to 
build a 5-story senior living residence.  

If the deal goes through, the facility would be designed 
by Bloomington-based architecture firm Kaas-Wilson 
(http://www.kaaswilson.com). Link Wilson, co-founder 
of the firm, was involved in the design of the Windom 
Community Building, so is familiar with the area. According 
to the firm’s website, he is currently writing a book on senior 
housing, and presumably would bring that interest and 
expertise to this project.

The Metro Inn Motel is one of two motels on Lyndale 
Avenue in Windom, both of which have been controversial 
among neighborhood residents. According to the Southwest 
Journal, in 2012 over ninety residents attended a community 
meeting about the motels, but concerns date back even 
further. In 2002 over one hundred residents signed a petition 
regarding the motels. While drug dealing and prostitution 
on the properties have decreased since then, concerns persist. 
While Shaw Lundquist’s current offer is solely for the Metro 
Inn, they are interested in the Aqua City Motel as well.

Windom 
Community 
Garden
Now In It's 7th Glorious Year!

By Kelly, Myra & Brian

The Windom Community Garden begins its 7th year of 
operation this spring. Developed from a former MNDOT 
construction staging area, the garden is located on the corner 
of 62nd Street and Nicollet Avenue, near the Windom 
Gables Townhomes. The garden has grown by leaps and 
bounds since its creation in 2012.

There are now 44 raised garden beds, including 15 larger 
4 ft by 20 ft plots, and 29 smaller 4 ft by 10 ft plot. A section 
outside the plotted area includes a growing assortment 
of herbs, apples, and berries. The garden is operated by 
a gardener-led Leadership Circle that works together to 
coordinate Management, Communications, Compost, 
Groundskeeping, and Maintenance Teams. Financial 
support is provided through the Windom Community 
Council.

Members of the garden help to build relationships 
between neighbors throughout the Windom neighborhood. 
Gardeners come together to assist others in growing healthy 
produce for their families. The garden also offers a hands-
on agricultural experience for children in the neighborhood. 
Providing gardening opportunities for townhome and 
apartment residents, the Windom Community Garden 
fosters a sense of community among a diverse and 
traditionally transient population.
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Windom Community Council
5821 Wentwoth Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN, 55419

New to the 
neighborhood
The Windom neighborhood welcomes the exciting 
new F45 training gym that has recently opened at 
5445 Lyndale Ave.
 
F45 Training is an innovative high intensity team 
workout that is becoming popular in major cities 
across the country. 
The new gym has a variety of class types including 
cardio, circuit, and resistance classes. If you’re 
interested in giving them a try, they are currently 
offering a two week free trial membership.

Their class schedule can be found online at: https://
f45training.com/southwestminneapolis/.

Any questions about the F45 training program can be 
sent to: southwestminneapolis@f45training.com.

Youth
Karate (Ages 4-17)
April 9- June 4
*No class 5/28
$56.00

Youth & Teens
Open Gym
Monday-Friday 
3:15pm-5:15pm
Free

Adults
Floorball Hockey
Saturdays
Noon-2pm
$4.00

Adult Basketball
Fridays
6:30pm-8:30pm
$4.00

Mpls Parks & 
Rec Center


