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by Steve Rawlins
Northern Brewer (6021 South 

Lyndale) is the nation’s largest supplier 
of home-brewing equipment.  In 
addition to beer-making, they offer 
gear for making wine, cider, soda 
and - new this year- cheese!  Specialty 
offerings include Japanese rice-wine 
(saké) production.

Founded in 1993, Northern 
has been growing exponentially 
ever since, successfully selling and 
shipping brewing equipment mainly 
through their website.  I spoke with 
Store Manager Jeff Merriman, who 
explained that growth in home-
brewing has developed in concert with 
the huge popularity of professional 
micro-breweries.  But rather than 
competing with or displacing one 
another, home and micro-brewers have 
grown together.  The Surly or Summit 
fan, he explained, gets a thirst for making his own beer but 
continues as a keen and discerning fan of the professional 
brews.

The Windom store has a clean and modern classroom 
where classes are offered every weekend.  Assistant Manager 
Tammy Cummings explained that classes are free and that 
students are given a 10% discount on equipment purchases 
made that day. A wide range of students; men and women, 
young and old, find their way to Northern Brewer for 

lessons. Classes last 2-3 hours and 
are hands-on; students learn the 
entire brewing process in one session 
and produce a brew that is ready for 
fermentation.  On these brew days, the 
classrooms have a wonderful yeasty 
aroma.

Mail-order and internet sales are 
handled at the store’s headquarters in 
Roseville.  The other retail locations 
are in St. Paul on Grand Avenue and 
another in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
Owner Christopher Farley chose our 
Windom neighborhood for his 2011 
expansion in large part because of easy 
freeway access.

The retail and classroom spaces 
are bright, neatly arranged, and have 
a Scandinavian feel to them.   In 
addition to stocking equipment, 
Northern keeps a fascinating variety of 
grains and hops.

Home brewers are an enthusiastic breed.  If you have a 
hankering to produce your own label, check out Northern 
Brewer.

northernbrewer.com

Windom’s Own Home-Brew
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Board meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of every month at the  Windom Community Center 
from 7–9 PM. Community members are welcome.

WINDOM COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WINDOM

BOARD MEMBERS:

Windom Community Council is seeking residents who 
want to showcase their garden at the 1st Annual Windom 
Garden Tour. If you are interested in being a participating 
garden stop please contact WCC Coordinator, Amanda 
Vallone at 612.695.2831 for more details.

Each resident that is included on the Windom Garden 
Tour will receive a Garden Gift Basket complimentary of 
Uncommon Gardens & Windom Community Council. We 
are limiting the tour to 10 homes. Deadline for participation 
will be July 1st.

The Windom Garden Tour will take place on Saturday, 
August 9th from 1-4pm with a Potluck Picnic concluding 
from 4:30-6pm at the Windom Community Garden at 62nd 
& Nicollet Ave. Other event day festivities will be planned to 
make this a fun day in many Windom gardens!

Blueberry Nut Bread

3 cups fl our
¾ cups sugar
1 tablespoon baking powder
½ cup butter
1 teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon baking soda
½ cup milk
3 eggs
1 teaspoon grated orange peel
2/3 cup orange juice
1 cup frozen or canned blueberries
½ cup chopped walnuts

Grease and fl our 9x5x3 inch loaf pan.  Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Mix 
together fl our, baking powder, baking soda, and salt.  In large bowl, beat butter 
and sugar until light and fl uff y.  Mix in eggs, milk, orange juice, and grated 
orange peel; stir until blended.  Gradually add fl our mixture until blended.  
Fold in blueberries and walnuts.
 
Spoon batter into pan. Bake 1 hour or until cake tester comes out clean. 
Remove from oven and cool.  Wrap in aluminum foil. Store overnight in 
refrigerator.  Serve next day.

Trudy Barrett
I make this around Christmas time.  My mom gave us 
recipe plates from Avon® one Christmas. 
It is appropriate because I sold Avon® for 3.5 years:
I am the only one that has made recipes from these 
plates in my family.

www.windommpls.org
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Aqua City Plumbing
• Water Heaters Replaced
• Toilet & Faucet Repairs
• Boiler Repairs
• Raidators
• Garbage Disposals
• Drain Cleaning

Now Located in the Windom Neighborhood!

If Your Plumbings a Pity...  Call Aqua City!!

612-33-Fixit 612-333-4948

Serving Windom Since 1963!
www.AquaCityPlumbing.com

This year’s event brought in over 150 families to the 
Windom South Community Center on Saturday, March 
22nd. Windom resident, Cory Docken was our rocking 
DJ with his two daughters who assisted with lighting and 
face painting. The sound equipment was provided by Twin 
Town Guitars and there were lots of fun activities happening 
thanks to our wonderful business sponsors. Toppers pizza 
lead two Junior Pizza Makers workshops in the multipurpose 
room while Cub Foods provided free snacks for the little 
ones. Uncommon Gardens provided inspiration for a fairy 
garden while beARTrageous provided a TOTS ROCK 
guitar doodle mural for kids to color on. Samantha Fronek 
Photography captured rock stars of all ages as they posed 
on stage for a photo to put into their rockin picture frame 
provided by Lakeshore Learning. Our local Windom 
Statefarm Agent provided fun give aways and Child ID 
booklets for families. This event continues to provide a fun, 
safe environment for families with young children year after 
year. 

Combine your homeowners 
and car policies and save  
big-time.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Drive  
home the 
savings.

Car and home combo.

0901133.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company 

State Farm General Insurance Company 
Bloomington, IL

Ashkan Morvari, Agent
25 W Diamond Lake Road
Minneapolis, MN  55419

Bus: 612-455-4196
ashkan.morvari.kmam@statefarm.com
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by Brian O’Shea
As the snow melts and the weather warms up, the 

Windom Community Garden is preparing to kick-off its 3rd 
growing season by expanding to accommodate the growing 
interest from the community. 

For 2014, volunteers plan to build an additional 18 4ft by 
10ft raised beds, expanding the total number of plots at the 
garden to 44! Coupled with the planned addition of more 
berry shrubs and potentially fruit trees, 2014 is poised to be 
the biggest year yet for the Windom community Garden, 
which is located on 62nd Street and Nicollet Avenue near the 
Windom Gables Townhomes.

Gardeners will kick off the 2014 growing season with 
a cleanup effort on Sunday April 27th from 12pm-4pm at 
the garden site to make any necessary repairs to the plots 
and fencing as well as removing any garbage that has 
accumulated over the winter. Following the cleanup day on 
the 27th, there will be a garden work weekend on May 16th, 
17th 18th  where volunteers will help to build and fill the 18 
new beds as well as mulch new pathways, plant berry bushes, 
and pick weeds.  All members of the community garden are 
expected to participate in the work weekend and put in at 
least one 4 hour shift.

Windom Community Garden 
Expands for 2014

Reliable, dependable service from a team of professionals!

We Respond When Your Heating & Cooling Can't! 

New Online Quotes!

On-line with a few easy steps 
Saving 10 - 15% by getting your own quote

Go to www.midlandhtg.com/on-linequotes

If you are interested in obtaining a plot for next year’s 
gardening season, or are interested in becoming more 
involved with the Windom Community Garden, please 
contact Brian O’Shea at brian.patrick.oshea@gmail.com. 
Plot fees for 2014 will be $15 for a 4ft by 10ft raised bed, of 
which there are approximately 8 remaining for the coming 
season.
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Dear Windom Neighbors,

As I write, it’s the first 60 degree day 
and my neighbors Paul, Martha and little 
Jack are out visiting neighbors emerged 
from hibernation!   Spring is finally here; 
excitement is in the air and smiles are on our 
faces as this long winter is finally gone.   

The second annual Windom Reads 
was held on February 1st at the Windom 
Community Center.  It was a joint event 
sponsored by Windom Spanish Immersion 
School, Windom South Park and the Windom Community 
Council.    This event is meant to focus on reading.   
Authors Eilleen Bahar and Derek Henze were present to talk 
about their books.  The National Federation of the Blind 
demonstrated to the children how to read and write Braille.   
There was also a Creation Station and face painting.   It was 
a free event and many families attended.   The Windom 
School also sponsored a book fair that day to promote and 
raise funds for their annual Puerto Rico trip for students.    

Tot’s Rock was held Saturday, March 22 .  It is a joint 
event put on by Windom Park South and the Windom 
Council.   It was a huge success with 96 children (ages 
1-8), 10 infants and multi-generational families attending 
for a total of 340 people. Entry fee was $5 per child and 
proceeds help sponsor our other events and programming 
for children.  Our proud sponsors were TOPPERS PIZZA, 
STATE FARM INSURANCE, CUB FOODS, TWIN 
TOWN GUITARS, LAKESHORE LEARNING and 
beARTrageous!  We are encouraging other neighborhood 
businesses to sponsor this great family event in 2015!    
Neighbor Cory Docken was the DJ with help from 
daughters Emma and Abby.    This event featured Toppers 
Pizza having the children make pizzas by themselves-
kneading the dough and adding toppings.  There was a 
Caricature Artist, Rock Star photographer and a Creation 
Station.   Free fruit and snacks were provided, and Toppers 
Pizza for sale.   No soda was served, as the Windom Council 
is focusing on more nutritious foods at our events!

The Windom Neighborhood Meeting  will be held 
at The Museum of Russian Art on Thursday, May 8th 
from 5:30 to 7:30 and all neighbors are welcome to attend.   
We will have a social hour with appetizers, desserts, and 
beverages. Guest speakers Councilmember John Quincy and 
our new Crime Prevention Specialist, Jennifer Waisanen. 
Windom Council will give its report and the Neighborhood 
Treasures Awards will be presented.   These are neighbors 
who go above and beyond helping other Windom Residents.   

The nomination forms will be posted on the 
Windom Website--www.windommpls.org in the near 
future.   

Movies in the Park at Windom South will be 
Saturday July 19th and is again a joint event with 
Windom South Park and the Windom Community 
Council.   It is a free event and will feature the movie 
“Horton Hears a Who” for all you Dr. Seuss fans. 
The 1st Windom Garden Tour will take place August 
9th  (see Garden Tour article).  Special neighborhood 
gardens will be featured, along with the Windom 
Community Garden.   Uncommon Gardens owner 

Peggy Poore will be co sponsoring this event with the 
Windom Community Council’s Garden Committee.

Lastly, If you like sweet treats then come on out to our 
annual Windom Ice Cream Social which will be held on 
Saturday, August 16th from 6:30-8pm. The Windom South 
Park will host kids games, music by the band “No Doubt”, 
and the MIA will have an interactive art table for those that 
want to get a little creative.

The Windom Council communicates our events via 
the Windom website, Windom Facebook page and the 
Windom News, along with postcard mailings for special 
events to promote involvement and participation from the 
neighborhood.   If you have ideas, concerns or a desire to 
volunteer, we encourage you to attend and participate.  The 
Council is all-volunteer, with one paid part time staff person, 
Amanda Vallone.   The Windom Council meets the 2nd 
Thursday of the month at 7pm in the Windom Community 
Center, 5843 Wentworth.   All meetings are open; neighbors 
are encouraged to attend. 

Best, 
Pat Soulak
WCC President

President's Letter
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auto repair & tire center

DAN KODET   PETE SCHUMAKER
American & Import - All Work Guaranteed - Certifi ed Mechasnics

5556 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 55419

612-824-5620

“Welcome To Windom” 
Home Deliveries

Mac's Fish, Chips 
and Strips

The Windom Community Council’s newly formed 
committee has some pretty awesome news for new 
homeowners in the hood. If you are new to the Windom 
area and have purchased a home in the last year you will be 
getting a special delivery very soon!

Toppers Pizza on Nicollet Ave. along with the WCC will 
be sponsoring a “Welcome To Windom Pizza Delivery”. In 
this box you will find some local resources, a historic guide 
to Windom, some goodies and of course a voucher for a 
delicious Toppers pizza for your family to enjoy. 

by Steve Rawlins

Hot Yoga yielded to Fried Fish as Father-and-son team 
of Dan and Tom Flanagan opened Windom’s latest eatery, 
“Mac’s Fish/Chips/Strips” at 54th and Lyndale (site of the 
former “Sigh Yoga”). 

Opening March 1st, just in time for Lent, they have 
been busy serving-up fresh and hot offerings from their 
fryer.  The Flanagans own and operate the original Mac’s in 
Saint Paul (est. 1991) and it is no accident that, for their first 
Minneapolis location, they chose a storefront directly across 
from Annunciation.  Lent is their big time of year and these 
two Irish-Americans have been very busy serving lunch and 
dinner to eager crowds.

Mac’s offers Cod, Walleye and Halibut batter fried 
fish and hand-cut chips (fries) all served fresh and fast.  In 
addition, and in keeping with State Fair palate, Mac’s offers 
Poutine (ask your Canadian relatives), clams, cheese curds 
and for the fish-fearful: chicken strips.  Beverages include 
Meschini wines and Finnegan’s beer.  Finally, the Flanagans 
provide their own Salt Water Taffy for a sweet ending.  The 
basic basket at $9.15 gets you two batter-dipped Cod filets 
and includes fries and cole slaw.

The Flanagans like to say they now operate “two and 
a half” stores in the area; this accounting includes their 
baseball-season offering at Target Field’s “State Fair” booth.  
Their new location is bright & simple, with limited seating 
and cheerful decor, and if opening-week crowds are any 
indication, will enjoy a long run Minneapolis.

http://www.macsfishchipsstrips.com/menu/
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According to the Pew Research Institute, 28% of 
Americans do not know a single neighbor by name. That is 
why Nextdoor, the private social network for neighborhoods, 
was created. Nextdoor’s mission is to bring back a sense 
of community to neighborhoods everywhere by offering 
free neighborhood websites specifically designed to foster 
conversations among neighbors. 

The Windom South neighborhood has been quick 
to embrace Nextdoor. If you go on the Windom South 
website at www.windommpls.org you will see a Nextdoor 
button that will connect you to their link to register. On 
Nextdoor, neighbors create private websites to get to know 
one another, ask questions, and exchange local advice and 
recommendations.

For example, neighbors are using Nextdoor to:
• Find trustworthy local resources, such as 

babysitters, plumbers, and dentists
• Report suspicious activity and local crime 

via virtual neighborhood watch
• Organize neighborhood events, such as 

garage sales and block parties
• Get assistance to find lost pets and

missing packages

• Promote items for sale/free and inquire 
about items for purchase

Nextdoor was specifically designed to make neighbors 
feel comfortable sharing information with one another. All 
members must verify that they live within the neighborhood. 
Information shared on Nextdoor is password-protected and 
cannot be accessed by those outside the neighborhood or 
found on Google or other search engines. Nextdoor never 
shares personal information with any third parties.

Nextdoor is available on the web and iPhone and 
Android devices. To join or start a Nextdoor website, visit 
www.nextdoor.com and enter your address.

For more information or questions about Nextdoor in 
your neighborhood, please contact Tracy Rocchio Hoeft  
- Field Organizer for Minneapolis/St. Paul - at thoeft@
nextdoor.com.

By Douglas Sweet

Windom now has its own ballroom: Dance Life Studios, 
located across from Bachman’s and next to Northern Brewer 
on Lyndale Avenue. This large, new venue is now attracting 
a happy following of dancers from all over the Twin Cities.  
You may already have noticed the dancers through the large 
windows on the street and wondered what goes on there. 
The popularity of ballroom dancing is growing again; people 
of all ages are enjoying this classic art form and exercise 
while being social and having fun – and that’s what it is all 
about.

The success of shows like “Dancing with the Stars” 
on TV and the movie “Shall We Dance”, not to mention 
the John Travolta hit “Saturday night fever” suggest the 
popularity of ballroom dancing has always been with us but 
now more locations are available to learn it and do it. If you 
have ever given a thought about dancing it is a lot easier now 
that Dance Life Studio has moved into our neighborhood.

 Owner Shin Ya McHenry is well known in the Twin 
Cities dance world. He opened the studio last October, but 

has been dancing since the late 70’s and teaching since the 
80’s. He says the hardest part is walking through the front 
door.   Shinya is an enthusiastic teacher and loves the dance 
art form. He and the other dance instructors teach Latin, 
Waltz, Foxtrot, Swing, Tango among others. Private and 
group classes are offered and there is open dancing on Friday 
nights from 8 to 9:30 pm. Welcome to the neighborhood 
Shinya! 

Dance Life Studios

Stay Connected to Your Neighborhood 
with Nextdoor.com



Windom Community Council
5821 Wentwoth Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN, 55419

5425 NICOLLET AVENUE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55419
612.824.8813

FREE PARKING IN REAR OF STORE

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Pipes cut & threaded
Tool rental
Paint mixing
Key cuts
Tool sharpening
Carpet cleaning
Glass & shades cut to size
Lamp repair
Screen repair
Home maintenance and repair
Much more!

MON–THURS 8:00AM–8:00PM

FRI 8:00AM–7:00PM

SAT 8:00AM–6:00PM

SUN 10:00AM–5:00PM

DIAMOND LAKE 
HARDWARE

www.diamondlakehardware.com

Dear Neighborhood Business Advertising clients,  
The Windom Council mails the Windom Community

News via the US Postal service to 2,100 Windom residents.
We do not make a profit, but enough to cover costs as a community 
organization. In 2014 we are printing 4 editions. The rates will rise 
slightly to reflect the increase in editions which are: Winter (February), 
Spring (April), Summer (August), and Fall (October)

We request that advertising be paid in advance prior to printing 
and after receipt of your invoice. We have made significant efforts 
to improve the newsletter and feel it is one of the best neighborhood 
newsletters. The Windom News is an all-volunteer operation. Jessen 
Press in St. Louis Park does our printing

Windom Community News 2014 Advertising Rates are as follows:
  Full page 4x year  $350.00

Advertising chair: Douglas Sweet 612-861-8857 or Sweet477gmail.com

Partial page rates ½ page ¼ page 1/8 page (Bus. card) 

1x (1 issue) $90 $70 $50
2x $175 $140 $100

3x $250 $200 $140
4x (all 4 issues) $315 $250 $180


