
Christine & 
Dominic Rigert

This year we 
asked Windom 
residents to 
think about 
someone in their 
neighborhood 
who has made a 
difference or went 
out of their way 
to lend a helping 
hand on their 
block. 

Chris, a 
local nurse and 
Dominic, a 
Minneapolis fire 

fighter were nominated for this recognition for 
going above and beyond in their daily careers and 

for the countless and generous contributions they 
have put forth on their block. From building a 
fence for an aging neighbor to providing comfort 
in times of need this couple is truly an amazing 
example of how being a part of a community can 
make it safe and a pleasure to be part of. Sandrine 
Beaujard who nominated this couple said, “When 
my dog died...it’s Chris that came across the street 
to talk to the vet and explain to me about cancer 
since it seems that humans and dogs cancer is 
very similar. I cannot imagine another couple to 
be so giving.”

So a sincere Thank you to this year’s Windom 
Treasure couple! You truly have made a difference 
in our Windom community!

Windom Treasure Award
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Douglas Sweet

 Sally Newbury
 Elizabeth Lohmann
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 Becky McIntosh

Board meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of every month at the  Windom Community Center 
from 7–9 pm. Community members are welcome.

WINDOM COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WINDOM

BOARD MEMBERS:

5843 Wentworth Ave S   Mpls, MN 55419     
(612-370-4980) 

Recreation Supervisor – Rosey Vogan   
(612-370-4869) 

 Park Hours: June 6th to Aug. 23rd    Monday 
through Thursday: 12 to 8 pm, Friday  12 to 6, 
closed weekends 

 The Minneapolis Park and Recreation board 
has a new interactive website up and running at 
www.minneapolisparks.org.  This site is available 
also on your smart phone.    

 SAVE the DATES: 
Ice Cream Social:    Monday, July 27, 6 to 8pm.   

Free ice cream, music and games!   
Art in the Park -Art Party:   Aug. 4th from 4 to 

6 pm for toddlers and their parents. Free party to 
celebrate MIA’s 100 birthday. Please register for one 
of these 2 events. 

 Upcoming Adult Trips:  
MIA Leonardo da Vinci Exhibit July 17 from 

1 to 7.    We’ll travel to the Minneapolis Institute 
of Art and visit the Tree Museum and see the 
Leonardo da Vinci’s Leicester Codex and the 
Power of Observation exhibit. It presents one of 
Leonardo’s original notebooks, the most vital 
tool in his creative process, and explores how his 
interdisciplinary, renaissance thinking is shared by 
some of today’s most visionary artists, engineers, 
and designers.  This is a free trip – if 20 people 
register for this trip – we will take a bus from the 
recreation center and have a docent tell us about the 
exhibit.

 Fall Sightseeing Cruise  Sept.  12  1 – 5:30  $20 
with a $5 discount if you are 55 or older.  Cruise 
the Mississippi and delight in the fall colors! We’ll 
climb aboard a Padelford Riverboat for a relaxing 
2 hours. Transportation is provided from Windom 
S. to Harriet Island in St. Paul, where the boat is 
docked. This program is underwritten by a grant 
from the Windom Neighborhood Council to target 
and provide a discount to active 55+ adults. Adults 
of all ages are welcomed to attend.  Please register 
by Aug. 11th 

 Fall Registration begins at noon on July 29th 

Windom South 
Recreation 
Center

both online at www.minneapolisparks.org or at 
the recreation center.  

 Registration for youth fall sports begins July 8 
at noon at Armatage park.  Volleyball for ages 9 to 
15  and soccer for  youth in kindergarten through 
high school. 

 

Aqua City Plumbing
• Water Heaters Replaced
• Toilet & Faucet Repairs
• Boiler Repairs
• Raidators
• Garbage Disposals
• Drain Cleaning

Now Located in the Windom Neighborhood!

If Your Plumbings a Pity...  Call Aqua City!!

612-33-Fixit 612-333-4948

Serving Windom Since 1963!
www.AquaCityPlumbing.com
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Canoeing Ol 
Man River

by Steve Rawlins
On Saturday, June 20th, I paddled the mighty 

Mississippi with neighbors and family - r ight 
through the heart of the city on a perfect summer’s 
day. The trip, organized by our own Rosey 
Vogan of Windom/Kenny Parks & Rec, was a 
delight.  Twelve of us, plus two Wilderness Inquiry 
“captains”, took two magnificent cedar strip canoes 
downstream (with a couple of upstream legs) from 
Hidden Falls Park to Harriet Island. The entire 
trip, including a picnic lunch on the riverbank, took 
four hours and cost $40 each ($30 for seniors).

For most of the seven-mile journey we glided 
beside thickly wooded banks.  Glancing around 
the horizon at Pike Island, you would never believe 
you were in the heart of a booming metropolis.  
Great blue herons and egrets accompanied us 
on our journey.  Our delightful young guides 
kept us happy and amused with stories about the 
Voyageurs, Wilderness Inquiry and life in the 
outdoors.  

Wilderness Inquiry, based in Minneapolis, is a 
highly successful non-profit specializing in outdoor 
trips for many groups, including underprivileged 
youth who might otherwise never experience the 
beauty of the outdoors.  They supplied the two 
“Voyageur” canoes, coolers for our packed lunches, 
our guides, driver and transportation back from 
Harriet Island.

The sleek, lightweight wooden canoes are works 
of art.  Their design, wood selections and finish 
are magnificent.  We were instructed in proper 
technique for unloading & loading the canoes 
from the trailer, putting in, boarding and beaching 

the craft.  Each canoe comfortably held seven and 
slipped through the water smoothly.  

Canoeing the Mississippi is not as intimidating 
as it may sound, although proper training and 
precautions are in order because the river is 
powerful and there is some traffic.  For example, 
when the Padelford river-cruise barge “Betsey 
Northup” (pushed by “Ugh the Tug”) passed us, it 
sent large waves our way - waves that echoed back at 
us a couple of times.  That was surprising, but our 
captains carefully steered us into the waves and we 
never felt alarm - only the joy of a brief “bounce”.  It 
was a reminder, however, of the difference between 
paddling in a lake vs. a commercially viable river.

We arrived at Harriet Island early and so 
turned-around and paddled upstream briefly, 
enjoying the views of the Saint Paul skyline, the 
Smith Avenue “High Bridge” and the fisherman 
along the banks.  It is a different world down there 
on the river - a world hidden away and unknown to 
the city-bound denizens above.

Upon our return to Hidden Falls and, from 
there, homeward, we were tired, but happy.

NOTE: the portal to adventures such as this 
may be found at the http://minneapolisparks.
org (Activities and Events Page).  Mark your 
calendars for a repeat river trip on June 18th, 2016 

www.windommpls.org

W I N D O M  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  S u m m e r  2 0 1 5   I s s u e  1 0 3



Summer 
Safety

 
 The weather is warmer, the sun is shining 
and it’s a great time for outdoor sports and summer 
fun—from swimming, biking, and waterskiing 
to kayaking, rock climbing, and volleyball. These 
sports are thrilling and fun for all ages, but come 
with risks that sometimes lead to serious injuries. 
A TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury) can happen to 
anyone and anywhere. It can happen while playing 
sports, riding a bike, or just slipping on a wet 
surface.  These injury prevention tips will prepare 
you and your loved ones to play safely.

1. Always wear a properly fitted helmet and 
replace it after a serious fall.  When wearing a 
baseball cap to keep your face shaded from the sun, 
make sure your helmet still fits securely on your 
head. And did you know that wearing a helmet 
while biking, skateboarding, or riding an ATV (all-
terrain vehicle) is one of the best ways to prevent 
a brain injury? It’s also very important to replace 
your helmet after a serious crash. Some helmets are 
built to withstand only a single impact, while others 
can withstand more than one — depending on the 
severity. Grass may seem soft, but trees, rocks, and 
other people aren’t.

2. Have fun, but know your limitations.  If 
it’s your first time doing a sport like rock climbing, 
water skiing, or white-water kayaking, take lessons 
from an expert and use the recommended safety 
equipment. Learn the fundamentals from a pro, 
start slowly, and be patient. Know your limitations 
and make sure children do as well.  Young children 
should never play in or near water or bike on rough 
terrain without close supervision.

3. Be familiar with your surroundings and 
stay alert.  Be sure to scope out the terrain before 
you start climbing, hiking, or mountain biking.  
When boating, canoeing, or kayaking, know where 
you are putting in and taking out, and be prepared 
for the level of rapids and other water conditions.  
Never dive into the shallow end of a pool.  This 
applies to natural bodies of water, too, like lakes, 
rivers, and quarries. When you don’t know the 
depth of a body of water, go by the “Feet first, first 
time” rule to prevent brain, spinal cord, or other 

injuries. Check the weather before heading out, 
and seek shelter the minute you hear thunder or see 
lightning. Avoid crowded areas — on land or water 
— as you could also be injured when someone else 
does something irresponsible. Stay alert and never 
wear headphones; you need to hear what’s going on 
around you (Source:  www.brainline.org).

Summer 
Swimming Lesson 
Scholarships for 
Children

Being able to swim is an important skill for 
every child to have. Thanks to local non-profit 
People for Parks’ generous $5,000 swimming lesson 
scholarships, Minneapolis youth in need can take 
swimming lessons for only $5!

 Scholarships pay for $45 of the $50 class price 
for low-income families and are available on a first 
come, first served basis. Classes are held at Lupient 
Water Park, Wirth and Nokomis Beaches and are 
available for the July 6-17, July 2-31 or Aug. 3-14 
sessions.  

 Interested families can call 612-767-6892 or 
email swimlessons@peopleforparks.net for more 
information and to register. Individuals interested 
in providing a swimming lesson to a youth in need 
can donate online at the www.peopleforparks.net 
website. Click on the red donate button.
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Welcome to summer!  Our great 
city provides so much, with its lakes, 
biking, walking paths and other fun, 
interesting and educational activities.

In May, the Windom Council 
Annual meeting was held at the 
beautiful Museum of Russian Art.   
Four neighbors made a choice to get 
active and join the Windom Council.  
Special thanks to Elizabeth Lohmann, 
Becky McIntosh, Barbara Hansen and 
Sally Newman for volunteering. 

This past weekend Windom hosted 
Movies in the Park for the movie, “The 
Blind Side” on Friday June 19th.   On June 20th, 
Rosey Vogan and her crew from Minneapolis Parks 
and Rec at Windom South took 16 people in two 
canoes down the Mississippi from Hidden Falls to 
Harriet Island in St. Paul.   It was a beautiful day 
for all who participated.

Looking ahead, Salsa Dancing classes will be 
offered at Windom South on July 13th and July 
27th with dance instructors from Dance Life 
Studio.   See the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Website for more information and to sign up.   

Calling all Foodies: Windom Council is hosting 
the first “Taste of Windom” on the evening of 

Thursday, July 23rd at a Prima (5325 
Lyndale).

This fall, Windom Council will host 
“Neighborhoods 101”, a Community 
Engagement Series at Windom 
Community Center.  The goal is to 
educate neighbors on topics including: 
Loans and Grants, How the city works 
with NCR, and how best to use resources 
and engage with residents. Guests 
include Ward 11 Council Member John 
Quincy. Watch the Windom website at 
Windommpls.org for future details.   

     Finally, the Windom South Park is vital 
to this community and residents are encouraged 
to support park activities.  The Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board (MPRB) is undergoing what 
may be the most comprehensive planning effort 
in its 130 year history. Minneapolis residents are 
encouraged to get involved and help the MPRB 
with three distinct, yet deeply intertwined projects: 
Closing the Gap - Investing in our Neighborhood 
Parks, RecQuest, and Service Area Master Plans. 
Residents can get involved by attending a public 
meeting or subscribing to receive timely emails 
about the projects.  Go to their website www. 
minneapolisparks.org/closingthegap.   There will 
be Public Meetings from June through September 
in regards to park projects underway to shape the 
park system for the next 20 years and more. 

President's Letter

Reliable, dependable service from a team of professionals!

We Respond When Your Heating & Cooling Can't! 

New Online Quotes!

On-line with a few easy steps 
Saving 10 - 15% by getting your own quote

Go to www.midlandhtg.com/on-linequotes
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Taste of 
Windom

Taste of Windom the new traveling Social 
Hour will debut this summer! A different 
neighborhood restaurant will be featured and 
promoted as a Neighborhood Get Together on a 
specific date and time. The Windom Community 
Council will promote it, and in exchange the 
featured restaurant will offer special during the 
scheduled event. All YOU have to do is show up 
and say you are a Windom resident to receive the 
specials.

PRIMA will kick us off on Thursday, July 
23rd from 4-7pm. Enjoy half off appetizers or 
bottles of wine.

Toppers will be our featured restaurant on 
Tuesday, August 4th from 4-7pm. Enjoy half off 
specialty pizzas for Windom residents!     

Young 
Fundraisers

by Sally Newbury
It is never too soon to become a Community 

Organizer!  My neighbors Tate (age 7) and Ruby 
(age 4) Tritabaugh are excellent examples of 
making small steps matter. The Tritabaugh Family 
sponsored a Family Fun Run/Walk this spring to 

support the Park Town 
School in India.  On a 
sunny, warm day this 
spring, 35 neighbors 
from Windom Corner 
(Lyndale Avenue and 
61st Street South) 
supported this good 
cause and donated $180 
for the school. 

Tate and Ruby, 
with the help of their 
parents Kelsey and 
Adam, organized 
the event.  Tate and 
Ruby were inspired 

after participating in the Goldy Gopher Fun Run 
at the University of Minnesota.  They thought a 
similar activity 
would be a great 
way to get their 
neighbors involved 
in supporting 
the school in 
India.  They 
posted flyers in 
the neighborhood 
and on our 
Windom Corner 
Facebook Page, 
mapped the route 
(0.96 miles), put 
up yard signs, and 
took great photos.  
Each neighbor also 
got their own race 
number.  There 
were refreshments 
and medals for everyone who finished too.  They 
are hoping to make it an annual event to welcome 
spring and bring the neighbors together!

6 Welc ome t o  Wind om



 

  
Join in the world's largest participatory art and science project, the 

Crochet Coral Reef combines mathematics, marine biology, 
environmental consciousness raising and community art practice. 

 
Come be a part of the Minneapolis Satellite Reef!  

 
More than 7,000 people 
around the world have 
helped to make these 
gorgeous woolen 
seascapes, which have 
been exhibited around 
the world- currently on 
view at the MIA as part 
of the Leonardo da 
Vinci, the Codex 
Leicester, and the 
Creative Mind. 
 
 

Detail of an island from the Latvian Reef, with coral by Dagnija Griezne. Photo by the IFF. 
 
 

JOIN US AT ONE OF OUR SUMMER WORKSHOPS!     # 54480 
 

Windom South   Friday, July 24   from 3:30 to 5:30 
 
Register at the park or online at www.minneapolisparks.org  

 
5843 Wentworth Ave S  

 Mpls, MN  55419 
612-370-4980 

FREE-- BYO curiosity, yarn, plastic bags, or any other material! 
 
 

Come learn the techniques and  
find out how to get involved.  

Crochet Coral Reef Workshop 
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5425 NICOLLET AVENUE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55419
612.824.8813

FREE PARKING IN REAR OF STORE

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Pipes cut & threaded
Tool rental
Paint mixing
Key cuts
Tool sharpening
Carpet cleaning
Glass & shades cut to size
Lamp repair
Screen repair
Home maintenance and repair
Much more!

MON–THURS 8:00AM–8:00PM

FRI 8:00AM–7:00PM

SAT 8:00AM–6:00PM

SUN 10:00AM–5:00PM

DIAMOND LAKE 
HARDWARE

www.diamondlakehardware.com

Dear Neighborhood Business Advertising clients,  
The Windom Council mails the Windom Community News via the US Postal 

service to 2,100 Windom residents. We do not make a profit, but enough to cover costs 
as a community organization. In 2014 we are printing 4 editions. The rates will rise 
slightly to reflect the increase in editions which are: Winter (February), Spring (April), 
Summer (August), and Fall (October)

We request that advertising be paid in advance prior to printing and after receipt 
of your invoice. We have made significant efforts to improve the newsletter and feel 
it is one of the best neighborhood newsletters. The Windom News is an all-volunteer 
operation. Jessen Press in St. Louis Park does our printing

Windom Community News 2014 Advertising Rates are as follows:
  Full page 4x year  $350.00

Advertising chair: Douglas Sweet 612-861-8857 or Sweet477gmail.com

Partial page rates ½ page ¼ page 1/8 page (Bus. card) 
1x (1 issue) $90 $70 $50
2x $175 $140 $100
3x $250 $200 $140

4x (all 4 issues) $315 $250 $180

Windom Community Council
5821 Wentwoth Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN, 55419


