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ommunity 
news

On June 6th, a small group representing Windom, 
Tangletown and HPDL neighborhood councils 
toured the Minneapolis Recycling Center. John 
Quincy, our host and Ward 11 city councilman, 
organized the tour and joined us, as did the city’s 
new Recycling Coordinator, Kellie Kish.
The Center is operated by Waste Management, 
whose staff led the tour. We observed a live 
video feed from the operation floor showing us 
the various stages of high-speed, single-stream 
recycling. Ferrous metals, aluminum, paper, 
glass and plastic are each separated into their 
own streams, entirely by machine.   Plastics are 
separated into different grades by automated, 
high-speed camera inspection.
The recycling center serves not only Minneapolis, 
but parts of Wisconsin, Iowa, South Dakota, and 
St. Paul.  Glass is crushed into small bits and sent 
to St. Paul where it is cleaned and prepared for 
re-use as bottles and windows.
Plastic grocery bags are not recyclable and, 
furthermore, they pose a problem for the 
machinery. They have a tendency to get hung-
up in the cogs on the sorting assembly line, 
requiring periodic shut-downs, so please do not 
put plastic bags in your recycling.  Paper bags 

are fine, but plastic bags need to be either placed 
in the regular garbage or recycled at the grocery 
store.  Also diapers, pull-ups, and Depends® are 
not recyclable!  You don’t need to thoroughly 
wash jars or cans before putting them into the 
recycling bins at your house, but please give 
smelly items a quick rinse – the workers at the 
Recycling Center will thank you.
At the end of the assembly lines, all plastic, 
glass, metals, cardboard, and paper gets sorted, 
ready for the next phase. Paper and cardboard 
are compacted and bound into giant bales.
Leave the small rubber bands  on your morning 
paper if you wish, and no need to remove labels 
from jars - it’ll all come off and get pulverized 
anyway, so save yourself the bother. No need to  
put your old newspapers into a bag, just chuck 
them into the new blue bins (but if you insist, 
put them into a paper bag).
Leave the labels on medicine and other bottles, 
leave the lids on all bottles (including bottles 
with necks, such as wine, soda, etc.) 
Thank you, Councilman John Quincy for 
arranging this tour.  We all appreciated this very 
much! 

Author’s Note: I have a few sheets of crumpled 
paper left over from writing this article which 
will go into the recycling bin!

Minneapolis Recycles

By Trudy Barrett 
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Windom Community Council:  

council@windomcommunity.org 
612.668.3392

  Windom Community Organizer
Amanda Vallone
AmandaVallone@live.com 

  Website:  
www.windomcommunity.org
webmaster@windomcommunity.org 

John Quincy, Council Member, 11th Ward: 
612.673.2211

Amy Lavender—Crime Prevention Specialist
612.673.5407  
amy.lavender@ci.minneaolis.mn.us

Minneapolis 311:  
dial 311 for Minneapolis Services,  
from anywhere within the city limits,  
even on a cell phone. 311 operators are  
available weekdays 7AM–11PM. Or e-mail  
minneapolis311@ci.minneapolis.mn.us

Metropolitan Airport Commission: 
612.726.8100

MN Department of Transportation: 
651.296.3000

Senior Resources Southwest: 612.822.3194
South Metro Airport Action Council: 

612.861.1061
Southwest Family Room (ages 0–6): 

612.827.3918
Windom Community Center: 612.370.4980
Windom Home Fix-up Loans: 

Jim Hasnik, CEE: 612.335.5885
Windom School: 612.668.3370

The Windom Community News 
(WCN) is published by the Windom 
Community Council. It is designed, 
written, and delivered by volunteers from 
the Windom community.  We could always 
use help! To participate in this newsletter, 
call 612.668.3392 or send an e-mail to  
newsletter@windomcommunity.org

Newsletter Volunteers
David Evans
Steve Rawlins
Pat Soulak 
Amanda Vallone

President   Pat Soulak  
Treasurer   Kim Dalnes

Secretary Patrick Barrett
John Rader

 Jeremy McKenna
Cameron Holley 

 Derek Henze
Douglas Sweet

 Brian O’Shea
 Trudy Barrett
 Steve Rawlins
 Mary Peterson

Board meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of every month at the  Windom Community Center 
from 7–9 PM. Community members are welcome.

WINDOM COMMUNITY COUNCIL

newsletter@windomcommunity.org

Check out the Windom Neighborhood group on Facebook 
by entering “Windom Neighborhood” in your search box.

We appreciate the local community support for 
our newsletter.  Please contact: Advertising chair, 
Patricia Soulak, at 
PJSOULAK@windomcommunity.org, 
if you wish to advertise in the Windom 
Community Newsletter.

WINDOM

BOARD MEMBERS:

Find us on Facebook
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By Mailman Joe 
Once there was a magical place called Windom. It 
was clean, crime-free and relatively quiet save for the 
occasional jumbo jet.  Children played in the streets, 
in fact, performed plays in the streets, and families and 
businesses thrived on those streets.  The creek winding 
through this utopia was beautiful. Dogs romped in the 
clear water while their owners chattered.
Into this charmed land appeared a courier.  It was his 
job to bring news and supplies and boatloads of “once-
in-a-lifetime-offers” to each house every day except 
Sunday (Editor’s note: insert Saturday AND Sunday to 
the last sentence if Congress decides to actually enact 
something before press time.)
The courier loved Windom.  And he especially 
enjoyed his visits with the villagers who greeted him 
with warmth and familiarity.  Everyone that is, except 
for the Gorgon. 
The Gorgon was a figure of great wealth and influence 

who lived high on a hill.  She received an astonishing 
amount of mail.  The path to her castle was very 
treacherous; a steep incline of ice, dangerous during 
the ten months of winter.  A shorter, safer route existed 
but the Gorgon forbade anyone, especially the courier, 
to use it.  This path was no more than a sad patch of 
earth but to the Gorgon it was a pretend forest, lush 
and lovingly imagined and maintained.  The courier 
had no choice but to pretend as well.
Then dark days came to Windom. Some say it was 
right after the installation of those two adjacent Little 
Free Libraries.  One held only fiction, the other, non.  

In no time, readers in Windom found themselves 
forced to choose sides, and those sides fractioned 
into sub-groups to the point where Romance readers 
sparred openly with Fantasy addicts.  The divisions 
grew.
The land was on the brink of demise and the people 
despaired.  They ignored stop signs.  Parkways 
became overgrown and trash-filled. The creek 

dried up completely.  Businesses collapsed.  Soon 
Windom had only one coffee shop, where the docile 
historical fiction crowd was forced to share Wi-Fi and 

cappuccinos with hysterical self-help junkies.
It was quite by accident that the courier 
discovered the cause of all Windom’s woes.  

The Gorgon.  It made sense.  It would take someone 
with her vast amount of power to turn people against 
each other so quickly.  But why?  The answer came 
by way of a certified letter addressed to the Gorgon 

that required a recipient signature.  The courier made 
his way up the slippery slope and knocked on the 
great door.
The harridan answered loudly, yellow eyes flashing.  

She demanded to know his business.  The courier 
told her and then handed her his pen, a gesture that 
appeared to frighten her.  Finally, she grabbed the 
instrument and skritched a childish scrawl on the 
envelope. She then surprised the courier by asking 
him to read the letter aloud, using as an excuse the 
loss of her glasses whilst attending a sty on her third 
eyelid.  
“Well, it’s from the City” the courier informed her 
after reading the document.  “They’re saying that 
your taxes are being raised and many essential 
services are being cut.”
The Gorgon flew into a rage.  She threw her claws 

aloft and it was then, looking past her twitching fury, 
that the currier saw, in a far corner of the room, all 
the mail he had delivered for the past several years 
piled up in the corner.  Magazines unread, letters 
unopened, last chance offers…expired. 
The gorgon was illiterate!
She must have resented the Little Free Libraries 
as a mockery of something she could not share 
in or manipulate lest her secret be revealed.  So 
she sought to destroy the Little Lenders.  Such 
treachery! 
Armed with this revelation, the courier knew 
the course of action to be taken.  He would post 
this information in the neighborhood newsletter, 
confident that the Gorgon could never read it, 

and equally confident the staunch villagers would 

quickly realize they were the victims of an evil, 
political plot.  And there soon after, the healing 
could begin.    continued on page 7

Eyes on Windom
  One last Look
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5425 NICOLLET AVENUE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55419
612.824.8813

FREE PARKING IN REAR OF STORE

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Pipes cut & threaded
Tool rental
Paint mixing
Key cuts
Tool sharpening
Carpet cleaning
Glass & shades cut to size
Lamp repair
Screen repair
Home maintenance and repair
Much more!

MON–THURS 8:00AM–8:00PM

FRI 8:00AM–7:00PM

SAT 8:00AM–6:00PM

SUN 10:00AM–5:00PM

DIAMOND LAKE 
HARDWARE

www.diamondlakehardware.com

by Rosey Vogan, Recreation Supervisor612-370-4980
Recreation Supervisor - Rosey Vogan   (612-370-4869)

Hours 
Mon - Thurs  12 to 8 pm & Friday 12 to 6 pm

Ice Cream Social Saturday, August 17th starting at 
6:30.   Free ice cream, music and games!  

Movie in the Park:  Saturday, August 17th, after the 
ice cream social, the movie in the park will begin at 
dusk!  Our movie this year is “GREASE”. So pull 
out your poodle skirt and leather jacket and come 
enjoy with your family and friends.  Be sure to bring a 
blanket or lawn chairs to sit on.

Other Local Park Events:
August 1 – Movie in the Park “Indiana Jones: 
Raiders of the Lost Arc” at Armatage Park
August 3 – Kenny Summer Fest    5 to 9 pm at 
Kenny Park
August 5 – Fall program registration begins at 6 
pm on line at www.minneapolisparks.org or in 
person at the parks.
September 28  -  Fall Festival for Adults with 
Disabilities at Windom South  - 2 to 4 pm  $5 

Windom South Recreation Center
Goodwill will open their first two-story store in late Fall, 
2013  at the intersection of 60th Street and Nicollet Avenue 
in south Minneapolis. Customers will enjoy a convenient do-
nation center that is open daily and staffed by an attendant. 
Inside the new store, customers will find furniture, electron-
ics, housewares and toys on the first floor and refashioned 
clothing, shoes and jewelry on the second floor. This two-
story building features two staircases and one elevator. 

Goodwill Comes to Windom

auto repair & tire center

DAN KODET   PETE SCHUMACHER
American & Import - All Work Guaranteed - Certified Mechanics

5556 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55419

612-824-5620
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The Windom Festival, usually held 
in August, has been cancelled.  The 
Festival, sponsored by the Windom 
Council and Minneapolis Parks and 
Recreation, did not generate enough 
interest, and had no volunteers.  
Volunteers are essential to helping 
the Council put on events, so next 
year we hope there is participation 
from the neighborhood.

The Windom Annual meeting, hosted 
again this year by the Museum of 
Russian Art, was held on May 16th and we had 
about 50 residents attend.  The board elections 
were held that evening as well and we have 3 new 
board members for the Windom Council:  Patrick 
Barrett, John Rader and Jeremy McKenna.   At 
the June Windom meeting, Cameron Holley 
volunteered to join the board and he was voted-
in.  That brings us to 12 board members - we need 

just one more person to have a full board.   
If you are interested in joining the board 
or being on any of the committees (which 
include Safety, Communications, Garden, 
Welcome Wagon, & Community Events) 
please let us know.   The Windom Council 
meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 
Windom Community Center in room 121.   
We continue to need people to volunteer, 
even if they do not want to participate on a 
committee.

Windom Park will be hosting an Ice Cream 
Social on August 17th and this will be followed by a 
Movie in the Park with the feature “Grease”.   

We hope you have a great summer!

Best,
Pat Soulak

Letter from the President

Windom Community Needs You!

Meet WCC Board Members
Derek Henze lives in Bloomington and is origi-
nally from Fort Atkinson, WI. He spent eight 
years in the Army, including a year in Iraq in 
support of the initial operations of “Operation 
Iraqi Freedom”.
Derek obtained two degrees (Entrepreneurism 
and Marketing) from UW-Whitewater and 
now serves as a co-president of the National 
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization Alum-
ni Association.  He travels as a national speak-
er on young entrepreneurism and franchis-
ing. Currently he volunteers as a mentor for 
the Wisconsin Challenge Academy for at-risk 
teenagers, Bloomington Heritage Days Parade 
committee, and is part of the Bloomington 
Noon Rotary Club. 
Derek is the Minneapolis area developer for 
Toppers Pizza. He has opened three Toppers in 
the metro area and is looking forward to open-
ing a fourth. Derek’s best friends are his wife 
Jennifer and their 2-year old son Johnathan.
 

Patrick Barrett (Secretary)
Patrik has lived in Windom with his wife, Trudy, for 20 
years. They live in Windom Gables where they raised 
their daughter Raeann (now 26).
Patrick graduated from the Health Information Tech-
nology (HIT) program at Normandale Community 
College in May, 2012, earning a HIT Pro certification 
from the American Health Information Management 
Association (AHIMA) last March.  Patrick worked for 
14 years in Information Technology at Express Scripts, 
Inc. in Bloomington.  He currently works part-time at 
a gift shop in St. Paul and is looking for full time work 
in IT.
Patrick serves on the board of the National Federation 
of the Blind of Minnesota (NFBMN) and is active in 
his church where he enjoys making music and teach-
ing Sunday School. He and Trudy enjoy tending their 
Community Garden.
Bowling, swimming, walking, and miniature golf are 
favorite sports.  Patrick writes: “We have a super Win-
dom Neighborhood, and we will keep working to make 
it better and involve more residents.”
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by Amanda Vallone

When Marcy’s daughter, Sharon, emailed me about her 
mother’s passing and how much her mother loved Win-
dom community I was reminded that every person has 
so much to offer to this wonderful world we call life. 
The people are what make a community so special and 
Windom’s community was greater because of Marcy. She 
loved and valued Windom and expressed that love with 
her volunteer work.
Marcy Ivers and her husband moved into the Windom 
neighborhood after WWII. They rented a home on 56th 
and Grand Avenue for several years. They had their own 
house built in 1950 by Stan and Magnus Sivertsen. Their 
house was the first one on the block of 56th and Gar-
field. South of the house was a dump, going down to the 
middle of the block. There was talk of putting in a park, 
but the neighbors all said ‘No’. Stan and Magnus (son 
and dad) eventually built the five double bungalows on 
56th and Garfield. 
Marcy was your typical 50’s housewife; a stay-at-home 
mom.  She raised two daughters. She went back to work 
after the girls were out of school. She loved making her 
own money. She and her husband built a summer home 
on Prior lake and kept it for 15 years. 
Marcy did a ton of volunteering over the years. She was a 
brownie leader for both her daughters and volunteered at 
Annunciation school and church. Marcy was also very in-
volved with the Humane Society, volunteering countless 
hours there. She helped with various charity walk/runs, 
etc. and you could always find Marcy at the Windom 

Festival where she volunteered every year. Marcy was still 
working 2 days a months at a paying job for an ad agency 
until her fall on her 91st birthday last October 15th.
On May 11 she had a heart attack and passed away on 
May 16, she was buried next to her dear husband at Fort 
Snelling on May 19. 
Marcy will be missed by her family, friends and the Win-
dom Community. Thank you, Marcy, for all that you did 
to make the Windom Community so special.

In Memoriam: Marcy Ivers (1921-2013)

Windom Needs You!

The Windom Community Council is looking for 
Windom residents, like Marcy, who have a passion for 
building a better community to work, live and play in. 
If you are interested in finding out how you can help, 
please contact Amanda Vallone,WCC Coordinator for 
details:
 windom@windomcommunity.org
 amandaVallone@live.com
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Aqua City Plumbing
Water Heaters Replaced
Toilet & Faucet Repairs
Boiler Repairs
Radiators
Garbage Disposals
Drain Cleaning

Serving the Windom Neighborhood since 1963

If Your Plumbing’s a Pity...  Call Aqua City!!
612-33-Fixit (333-4948)

www.AquaCityPlumbing.com

(continued from page 3) Which is exactly what happened.  
In no time, Windom flourished anew.  The 

streets were clean and safe, the creek babbled 
clearishly, and the community garden burst with 
flora.  Diverse taste in books was celebrated; 

melodramatic crime novels, Windom Immersion 
textbooks, oversized coffee-table tomes with 
pictures of front doors, even Fifty Shades of Grey 
Volumes 1 through 27 were devoured and re-filed.  

More Little Free Libraries went up.
And the Gorgon, her influence long diminished, 

just disappeared like a cottonwood puff.
Soon the day came when it was time for 
the courier to move on.  His hometown 
baseball team was mired in the cellar 
and needed encouragement.  LOTS OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT.  So he packed his 
belongings, hung up his bag and turned to take 
one last…
And it was at this point that he had to stop, for 
an amazingly loud Airbus was passing over and, 
Utopia or not, people had to get places and they 
needed an airport.  The deafening roar temporarily 
shook the courier from his reverie.  Then he 
remembered, and turned to take one look back at 
this place, his home for so many years.  Windom; 
a land that would forever remain a cherished 
memory.       ###THIS SPACE AVAILABLE!###

Windom Seeks Input

The Council has funds which may be spent in 2013 for a 
Neighborhood Priority Plan (NPP), which defines the major 
issues and opportunities facing a neighborhood. Establishing 
the priorities contained in the NPP requires the involvement 
of the broadest possible spectrum of residents and other 
community interests. Please take a moment to review these 
items and let us know what you think - either at the Ice 
Cream Social, or via upcoming postcard survey:



Windom Community Council
5821 Wentwoth Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN, 55419

Community Garden Report

Windom Community Garden is enjoying a banner 
2013, with over 30 gardeners participating. It is lo-
cated on 62nd Street and Nicollet Avenue near the 
Windom Gables Townhomes.
New this year are additional raised beds, raspber-
ries, and a test of in-ground (vs. raised) plots. The 
garden has been a wonderful community building 
exercise, introducing neighbors to each other, pro-
moting healthy eating, and educating children in 
the community about gardening and agriculture. 
Even City Council Member John Quincy got in on 
the gardening action!
The Garden Committee would like to thank the 
Windom Board and the entire Windom commu-
nity for its support of our efforts. We would also 
like to especially thank Klier’s Nursery & Garden 
Center for providing soil for our new beds at an 
affordable rate (and even sending their Bobcat to 
help fill them!) and Gardening Matters for provid-
ing affordable seeds and seedlings (including the 
raspberries) for our gardeners.

If you are interested in obtaining a plot for next 
year’s gardening season please contact Brian 
O’Shea, Chair of the Garden Committee, at 
brian.patrick.oshea@gmail.com.  Plot fees for 
2013 were $15 for a 4x10 half plot, and $30 for a 
4x20 full plot.

Please join us for a Garden Party on 
Saturday, August 10th, from 4:30-

6:30pm at the garden.


